Mar 5 1 NO Cauſe of 
Part LA bis 3 2 


* 
La PR 4 _ tt S 


BEING A 


8 E R M O N 


On Ernzs. 11; 7 'Y 


Fur by Grece are ye _ ed, ee. 
wk th, 


| Exrafted from the Works of + 3 5 
Mr, JOHN SIMPSON. 8 
— 


The Fire ſpall try. every Man' 5 Mort, i what fer 
it is, 1 Cor. iii. 13. 


i 9 is * F her n. Mat. xi. rh 


LONDON: 


printed by I N Ti in Popping Court, Fleetftreet 3 


and Sold by J. Lewis mew-Cl 
neu JF; 5 gs Held, 1 is in Bartholeme 2 Cliſes 


= * 


8 
. 


HE Author preach'd and printed the Works out ef 
- whieth this is extratted, nigh an hundred Years 
ago, and by them, he, tho Dead, yet ſpeaketh. And 
however ftrange the Doctrine herein contained, may 
452 to thoſe who build their Flapes upon inherent 
| en, Yet it is none bther than the Goſpel 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, and the only Doctrine that tends (contrary to 
the Judgment of carnal Reaſon) to Uprightneſs of 
Heart and Life, and whoever conceives otherwiſe of 
this Doctrine underſtands it not. It is founded upon this 
Principle, that we muſt diſcover God's Love to us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, that he has already ſaved us, before we 
aan truly love God or our Neighbour. This our Sa- 
Mour Triculcates to Simon the Phariſee in the Parable 
of the two Debtors, Luke vii. 41. and in many other 
laces of Scripture. I purpoſe ſhortly (with our Sa- 
viour*s Leave) to print two more of this Authors Ser- 
mons on the ſame Text; may he J this with his 
Blood; and explain it by his Spirit to the Heart of 
every Reader, Mo 4 Re 
So wiſhes your Servant, * 
— In the Lord Ju, Chrift, © 
| WILLIA CUDWORTH-. 
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I have read the olowing Sermon, and recommend it 
with all my Heart, to all, as the moſt wholeſome 
Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, of which Doctrine, 1 
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am alſo a Witneſs, and fet to my Seal that it 1 « 
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SERMON I. 
Eynes. ii. 8. 
For by grace ye are ſaved, through faith. 


HERE are two things which men ought chiefly 
to know, their miſery by fin ; and their happincls | 
by the grace of God in Chriſt. And by the wick- 
ed unfaithfulneſs of our memories we are more apt to for- 
get theſe two things, than to forget any other points hat- 


8 ever. Tdh. oeaulevy, Know thyſelf, is a leſſon as difficult, 
af as it is old and common. How hard a matter is it for a 
* man to remember himſelf, as to know what he is in him- 
le ſelf? the king of Macedonia thought it needful, that his 
er page ſhould every morning put him in remembrance, that 
2— he was a mortal man. And every ſpiritual man doth, 
* find it neceſſary, that the ſpirit daily ſhould become his 
is remembrancer, to put him in mind that he is a ſinful, 


wan. So likewiſe it is a hard matter, without the power, , 
and aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, always to know, the rich, full, 
and free grace of God, as it is held forth in the goſpel to 
poor ſinners. The laſt of theſe, as it is the moſt ſweet and 
excellent leſſon, ſo with the greater difficulty it is retained in 

H. our memories. This is a doctrine, which if it were preached 
unto us every day, we ſhould forget it every day. The 

= daily teaching and hourly learning of it, cannot wholly, 
free us from the ignorance of this truth. But as far as 

7 MAE carnal and fleſhly, we are ſtrangers to the know- 

"Wl !edge of it. So that he that thinks he perfectly knows the 
mel doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, I dare profeſs to. 
chat man, that he knows nothing of this doctrine of juſti- 

108 fication as he ought to know. s long as we live upon 

tie earth, we may be learners of this doctrine. Paul at- 

ter he had been a ſcholar, and an aged teacher in the 
ichool of Chriſt many years, did then profeſs, that he en- 
deavourcd to forget his own works, and legal righteoul- 
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SERMON I. 


EvHes. ii. 8. 
For by grace ye are ſaved, through faith. 


HERE are two things which men ought chiefly 
to know, their miſery by fin ; and their happinets | 
by the grace of God in Chriſt. And by the wick- 

ed unfaithfulnek; of our memories we are more apt to for- 
get theſe two things, than to forget any other points hat- 
ever. Tdi oeculev, Know thyſelf, is a leſſon as difficult, 
as it is old and common. How hard a matter is it for a 
wan to remember himſelf, as to know what he is in him 
ſelf? the king of Macedonia thought it needful, that his 
page ſhould every morning put him in remembrance, that 
he was a mortal man. And every ſpiritual man doth, 
find it neceſſary, that the ſpirit daily ſhould become his 
remembrancer, to put him in mind that he is a ſinful, 
man. So likewiſe it is a hard matter, without the power, 
and aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, always to know, the rich, full, 
and free grace of God, as it is held forth in the goſpel to. 
poor ſinners. The laſt of theſe, as it is the moſt ſweet and 
excellent leſſon, ſo with the greater difficulty it is retained in 
our memories. This is a doctrine, which if it were preached 
unto us every day, we ſhould forget it every day. The 
daily teaching and hourly learning of it, cannot wholly, 
free us from the ignorance of this truth. But as far as 
we are carnal and fleſhly, we are ſtrangers to the Know- 
ledge of it. So that he that thinks he perfectly knows the 


doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, I dare profeſs to. 


that man, that he knows nothing of this doctrine of julti- 
kcation as he ought to know. As long as we live upon 
the earth, we may be learners of this doctrine. Paul at-, 
ter he had been a ſcholar, and an aged teacher in the 
ſchool of Chriſt many years, did then profeſs, that he en- 
deavourcd to forget his own were, and legal righteoul- 


nels, 


| neſs, in reference to his juſtification, and preſſed forward 
to know more of the myſtery of Chriſt, labouring to be 
found in the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, 
Phil. 3. 10. From theſe J TORTS | x 

Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to prove negatively, that there 
is no juſtification by works. And then ſhew how it is by 
grace; and then how it is in a way of believing. 

At this preſent, I ſhall obſerve this method. 

Firſt, I will ſhew that we are not ſaved by works, I 
mean, by the works of the law. 2 

Then 1 fhall ew, that we are not faved and juſtified 

by works, wlrich are the fruits of faith, or done under 
the covenant of grace. wy 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew, that we are not ſaved by works, 
in which we yicld obedience to any goſpel ordinances, 
though they be ordinances appointed by the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt himſelf to be practiſed by the ſaints. I take in 
this, becauſe I have found in OO ſpirit and in many 
that T have dealt with, a ſecret and ſubtle kind of Popery, 
by which we are apt to attribute —_—_— to the practice 
of ordinances, in reference to our juſtification. And 
hence it is that people are ready to run into every new 
way of worſhip, which is brought to light, thinking that 
unleſs they find out the right diſcipline, and government 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the right baptiſm, and ordinances, they 
are not true Saints, nor ſufficiently juſtified: Therefore I 
ſhall take in this too, to ſhew that as we are not juſtified 
by more inward, and —— works; ſo neither are we 
juſtified by any outward obſervation of ordinances, or ſub- 
mitting to any command of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, but 
only by our obedience to the ſirſt and principal command 
of the goſpel, by which we believe juſtification by grace 
through Chriſt without works. 

For the firft of theſe heads, I ſhall briefly ſew, 1. We 
are not ſaved by works, and I ſhall only lay down four or 
fve conſiderations for the confirming of this, that we are 
ſaved, and juſtified before God, and in the court of our 
even conſcience, without any works whatſoever. | 

The firſt confideration may be this ; we cannot be juſti- 
fed by works, or by the law ; becauſe there was never 
any man had a l-gal righteouſneſs, but the man Chriſt Je 
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ſus. This is Pauls undeniable concluſion, laid down 


in Rom. iii. 23. All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
' phy of God. The devout Few as well as the prophane 
. Gentile, is brought in, before the tribunal of God, as a 
* guilty finmier, coming ſhort of ſuch a glorious righteouſ- 


neſs, which the law doth require of him, that he may be + 
juſtified under it. 'The Gentile never walked according to 
the written law of nature, which is written in his heart, 
nor the Few, according to the law of his Maker, written 
in tables of ſtone. 
= the works of the law may be reduced to two 

heads. | $48 

The firſt are thoſe works that we do in obedience to 
God, to ſhew our love to hun. | 1. 

Secondly, the works that we do, to ſhew our love to 
our neighbour. | 

Now, if we take works, in either of theſe two reſpects, 
I ſhall ſhew, that all the men and women in the world, 
come ſhort of ſuch a legal Poo, and perfeQion, 
that the holy, juſt, and pure law of God requires. 

It will be clear, that no man ever loved God as he 
ought. © God doth command us, that we ſhould love him 
with all our heart, and with all our ſtrength, with the 
whole ſtream of our affections. But what man did ever 
love God in that manner ? ſuppoſe a wife ſhould entertain 
many thouſand lovers beſides her huſband, could any ſay, 
that that wife loved her huſband ? ſo many fins as we 
have, ſo many lovers we have, ſo the Scripture calls them, 
Fer. ill. 1. Thou haſt play'd the har lat with many lovers ; 
that is, thou haſt followed many ſins and luſts, baſe and 
vile corruptions, Now, it is thus with all the men in the 
world; we have all gone a whoring from our God; fo 
that though all men, yea, even Turks and Heathens pre- 
tend to love God, the great God that made them, xet 
there is no man that ever loved God as he ought. That 
man that thinks he ever loved God as he ought, and as the 
law requires, he is very blind, and not enlightned to this 
day, to fee the purity, and ſpirituality of the righteous 
law of the juſt and high God. a e, 8 

Suppoſe a ſubject ſhould always contrive rebellion, and 
conſpire againſt the perſon of his King, as defirous to take 

| 3 2 away 


[ 6 ] 
away his life, and to pull the crown from his head; will 
any ſay, that this ſubje& loves the king; thus it is with all 
men; we are all traitors and rebels againſt. the king of 
Heaven; if we had ſtrength, we would take the crown, 
from the head of God, and ſet it upon the head of the 
Devil. If it were in our power, God ſhould not reign, 
and be king in the world, but the Devil. This is in the 
heart of wicked fleſh, it brings forth nothing elſe; it ves 
itſelf and the Devil, but hates, loaths, and abhors God, 
and had rather that the Devil ſhould fit on the throne, than 
God the father, and the Lamb at his right hand. So thata 
man being unable to obey the law of God, God cannot 
juſtify him by his law, but muſt pronounce him a rebel; 
for fin is rebellion, and ſpiritual high treaſon againſt God. 
In Exze#. ii. when God ſent the Prophet to teach the peo- 
ple, he tells him what people he ſhould meet with, he 
aith they were ſuch as would not hear him, ſuch as 

would flight him, and would not indure to hear ſound and 
good doctrine, and calleth them rebels. And he ſaid unto 
me, fon of man, 1 ſend thee to the children of Iſrael, ta a 
rebellious nation, that have rebel d againſ! me, even to this 
very day. You ſee, fin is called rebellion in the word of 
God, | wy | 
But ſome will ſay, certainly, I was never ſuch a rebel 

as you make me; I apprehend not that I ever hated God 
in ſuch a manner. | | 
* Anfw. If thou doſt not ſee how thou abhorreſt God, 
and how in the fleſh thou loveſt the Devil more than God, 
thou haſt not to this day, a ſight of the juſt and pure will 
of God. For it is not enough that thou abſtain from 
groſs ſins and prophaneneſs, that makes a man ſcandalous 
do the eye of the world; but thou mult abſtain from every 
ſin, from every vain thought, or elſe the law will paſs the 

ſentence of condemration on thee as a rebel. If it were 
poſſible that a man could fo live on earth, that he ſhould 
never diſhonour God in any action; that he ſhould never 
diſhonour God by any word of his mouth ; but all his 
words ſhould be to the glory of that God that made him, 
and to the glory of that wiſdom of the father, by which 
he made all things ; yet if this man ſhould have but a ſin- 
ful ungodly riſing in his heart againſt God, the law wage | 
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take no notice of all the good deeds of this man, and all 
the good words that he hath ſpoken to the glory of God, 
bat the law would condemn him for that ſinful thought in 


his ſpirit. Therefore you ſhall find, that not only ſinful 


words and actions, are called traiterous words, and re- 
bellious actions in ſcripture, but evil thoughts concerning 
God, are treaſon againſt God; the law of God reacheth 
the heart and ſpirit of a man, ſo that if there be a ſinful 
thought, the ſpiritual and holy law of God, condemns a 
man as a rebel for that thought. Fer. v. 23. This people 
hath a revolting and rebellious heart. The law doth not 
cor d mn a man only for rebellion in words and actions, 
but for rebellion in the heart. It is not enough for us out- 
wardly to conform to what the law requires, but we muſt 
have obedient hearts; if there be any rebellion in the 
heart, we are condemned as though we had ſinned againſt 
God in words and actions. 

The law doth not only condemn a man for adultery, by 


which he defiles his neighbour's wife. A man may be an 


adulterer, and yet not an eunuch ; if a man have but an 
adulterous glance with his eye at the fight of a woman, it 
he hath but a ſinful thought ariſmg in his heart, the glorious 
lay of God thunders in the face of that man, and lighten 
in the countenance of that man, and will titterly dellroy 
bim for his ſm. The law is like the Prieft and Levite, 
Like x. that paſ:'d by the man that was robb'd and wounded 
by thieves. It is Chrift alone who poureth in the oyl of 


his goſpel into the wounds of ſinners, for to heal and xe- 


freſh them. The law rightly and fpiritually underſtood 

is a miniſtry of death ( Languorem eflendi, non aufert, Aug.) 
It is the goſpel which is the miniſtry of life and ſalvation. 
And if we thus look upon the law of God, and rightly 
underſtand it, it is clear and evident, that there was never 
any man that loved God. Sin is a hatred of God, fa 
many fins as thou committeſt, ſo much hatred of God thou 
diſcovereſt. Our love is ſhew'd by keeping the com- 
mandments of God ; ſo by breaking the commandments 


of God, we diſcover and manifeſt that hatred that is in us 


againſt the moſt holy God. So that if you conſider this, het 


you never loved God yet, you cannot comfort yourſelves 


in your love to God; but muſt abaſe yourſelves for your 
A2 | B 3 -  negleting 


neglecting of the doctrine of juſtificatian. When God 
Mall give you light to Tec himfelf and his ſon, you will 
nd, that that Which you call love to God (in your 
| $35 ignorance) is hatred of God, and rebellion againſt 
Im. | P | f N 

Secordly, conſider, that there is no man that ever loved 
his neighbour as he ought. The law of natere, and the 
viritten law of God require, that every man ſhould do to 
others, as he would that they ſhould do to him : but there 
Was never any man that did fo. If it were poſſible for a 
man to hve ſo, as that he ſhould never wrong his neigh- 
bour, or his brother, by any unjuſt action, or by any 
word fpoke againit his brother. But where. is the man 
that can fand forth, and truly affirm it? yet he may be 
charged by the law, if he hath had any evil thoughts 


avainft him in his heart, For the law is ſpiritual, the law 
rcachcth the heart; and the law will condemn this man, 


a man that hates his brother; for the law takes notice 
ef this, in particular; as you ſhall find, Zech. vii. 10. 
Oręreſi not the widow, nor the fatherleſi, nor the poor, and 
let none of you imagine evil in your he:rts againſt his brother, 
The Law ſorbids unagining evil againſt our brother in 


Har hearts. So that i once in all the days of thy life, 


thou hat had but one uncharitable thought of any man, 
when thou hadſt no ground at all for it, thou haſt ima- 
gined evil in thy heart againft thy brother, and art a tranſ- 
gretor of the law ; for thou walkeſt contrary to thy rule 
and light. 

I appeal to thee, wouldeſt thou have a man think evil 
of thee, when he hath no juſt cauſe ? thou wilt fay, I 
would have no man think evil of me, or harbour an un- 
charitable thought in his breaſt againſt me: ſo then if 
thou haſt an yncharitable riſing in thy ſpirit again{t any 
man or woman in the world, thou comeſt ſhort of the 
righteouſneſs, holincſs, and perfection of the law, and ſo 
there is no ſalvation for thee by the law : if a man con- 
ſider what the law is, he ſhall find no comfort in the 
world by looking upon himſelf, and his beſt perfor- 
mances in the glais of the law; but he ſhall find that all 
have ſinned, are haters of God, fighters againſt God, ha- 
ters of his children, and enemies to their n 
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That as Chriſt ſaid to the Scribes and Phariſces, Toby vii. 
19. Did not Maſes give you a law, and none of you erp it? 
ſo I may ſpeak to all men and women in the world ; the 
juſt and righteous God, as the creator that may require 
obedience from his creature, hath given us a juſt and holy 
law; all that he commands is coulonant to reaſon and 
equity. Thou canſt not deny, but that it is equal thou 
ſhouldeſt do to all men, as thou would that they ſhould 
do to thee. But we have. all finned, and have broken 
this juſt and righteous law of God; therefore by this it 
appears, that there is no juſtification ſor a nan by the law 
or his own works. uf 

Thirdly, Another conſideration, may be "drawn from 
this; it is not any whit neceſſary, that any man ſhoul;l 
have any works at all to briag with him upto God for Þys 
jultiſication. There is a fulneſs and ſyfficrency in the 
grace of God, and in Jeſus Chris, {0 that there 5 vo 
need of any works that, we ſhould bring for our juſtiſi- 


The robe of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, is ſuch a compleat 
garment, that there needs no patches of our own. to be 
lewed to it. You ſhall find God ſpeaking of, his own 
grace in Jaiab, Jia, xliii. For mine awn Namg Jake, 1 will 
Forgive thy "ſons, and «vill remember thy iniguities us mare, 
It is not for our works ſake, if it be only of his grace. 
He faith, Bi, arm is. mighty and firong. As the Arm of 
God's juſtice, is a mighty zum, by which he cruſhes 
and breaks in pieces all Wicked and ungodly men; fo his 
arm is mighty to bring ſalvation. And he hath laid he 
upon one that is mighty, Plal. Ixxxix, Seeing the mighti- 
nels of God's arm is to bring ſalvation to his people, he is 
mighty to fave, Zeph. iii. 17, and he will ſaye to the ut- 
molt, the worſt and chief of ſinners, without any. righte- 
ouingſs, or holinck. of, their own. Therefore it follows, 
that it is not needfal nor neceſſary, that a man do good 


works, that he way be juſtified and faved. 


We have a rule in philoſophy, that it is vain and frivo- 
lous to do that by many things, that may be done by few: 
ſceing God hath diſcovered. an all- ſufficiency in his own 
grace, it is vain therefore to ſeek juſtification by many 
things, Eſal. xxx. 7. There is mercy with God, and plen- 

os ; teous 


[ 10] 
2 redempt ion: No need therefore of man's ri ghteouT. 
neſs. 

If thou haſt been a ſlave to many fins, ta vile luſts, and 
baſe corruptions ; pride, vain-glory, hypocriſy, ſwearing, 
uncleanneſs, c. There is plenterus redemption. God can 
redeem thee from all thy fins, that thou haſt been accu- 
ſtomed unto many years. He is able to redcem thee out 
of the hands of all thy corruptions, that hold thee faſt 
in bondage and ſlavery. Wherefore there being ſuch a 
ſufficiency in grace, it is not needful or neceſſary, that a 
man do good works, that he may be juſtified, 

The fourth confideration may be this ; Almighty God 
doth not require us to do good works that they ſhould 
juſtify or ſave us. I confes in the letter of the word, 
God ſeems to require them. When he ſpeaks in the 
language of the law, he faith, Do this, and live, &c. But 
in the miniſtry of the goſpel, which is the only mini- 
ſtry of ſalvation, God doth not require thee to do any 
thing that thou may'ſ be ſaved, or juſtified. The law 
{ets thee to work, and is never ſatisfy d; but the goſpel 
bids thee do nothing at all. This is the tenor of the 
goſpel, believe in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and be con- 

ent to be juſtified only by his Name. The Apoſtles 
when they preached, endeavoured to beat men off, from 
their own works and performances, in the point of juſti- 
cation. When the goaler ſaid; hat fha'l I di to be 
faver? Paul bids him not to work, but to be/ieve in the 
Lord Feſus. So in Ja. lv. 3. God reprehends men that 
ſpend their time for that, which is worth nothing, lay- 
ing out ſo much time in acting, and doing, for juſtifica- 
tion and falvation, and in the mean while, neglecting 
the glorious and precious goſpel of grace by his Son. 
Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which is not bread? 
Wherefore do ye ſpend the ſtrength of your bodies and 
fpirits in working, labouring and tiring out your days un- 
der the ſpirit of bondage, that ye may be juſtified, and 
ſavel? You ſpend your money for that that is not bread ; you 
ſhall never have a piece of bread from the law for this; 
you ſhall never ſatiefy the law, it will not give you a 
cramb cf comfort, work, and do what you can. EHear- 
hen unte ne, and eat that which is good, and let your Soul 
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delight itſelf in fatneſi. Fooliſh, and ignorant peoples 
they _ CY to ſatisfy their Hr and to get com- 
fort, by ing long prayers, and obſerving faſting days, 
and giving alms to the poor, Fr as love God 
and Saints, that they may be ſaved; but they labour for 
that that will not profit, for that, that is not bread. 

If duties could ſatisfy, why did Chriſt die? If we could 
be ſaved by the law, why was the goſpel made known? 
Therefore he points them to the goſpel ; Hear, and your 
foul ſhall live. That is, hear the word of God's grace, 
believe that God will pardon your ſins for his name's fake, 
and not for any * or righteouſneſs in your ſelves. 
Believe that Chriſt came to ſave ſinners, ungodly ſinners, 
the worſt of ſinners, the chief of them: believe this, and 
your ſouls ſhall live, If any bid thee work, that thou 
mayſt be juſtified ; to get love to the brethren, to get a 
conſcience to God and men; he ſetteth you upon a labour 
that will not profit you. The voice of God is, Hear, and 
your ſouls ſhall live; believe that which is reported concern- 
ing this Chriſt, who was born of a woman, though the eter- 
nal Son of God, and was manifeſted in the fleſn, and hath 
borne the fins of ſinful fleſh ; and hath made an end of 
all iniquity, and brought in, everlaſting righteouſneſs. In 
believing this doctrine, we are aſſured of his love. And 
this God bids us preach, and nothing elle for juſtification, 
ceaſing from our ſelves, our works, our righteouſneſs, 
our performances, reſting on his love, ſetting foot on his 
grace, diſclaiming our doings, not coming to him in the 
ſight of our works, and our love, but of his goodneſs, 
as it 15 diſplayed in Chriſt. 

Fifthly, It is poſitively forbidden, and God reproves 
men for it ; he ſhews them that they undo their ſouls. 
to eternity, if in a ſecret way they reſt upon their own 
works. J/rael which followed after the law of righteauſ- 
neſs, hath not attained to the laau of righteouſneſs. N pere - 
fore? Becauſe they fought it not by faith, but us it avere by _ 
the works of the law, Rom. ix. 31, 32. He, doth not ſay, 
that they did directly ſeek ſalvation by the law, but indi- 
realy, we ig tg9/wv vos, ſed tanquam operibus legis, as it 
were by the works of the law. Works are not only not 
required, but forbidden, God doth not bid us to work, 
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but he forbids us to work for juſtification, It is not he 
that worketh, that is juſtified, but he that worketh not, 
but believeth in him that juftifieth the ungodhy, his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs, Len. iv. 5. When the Apoſtle 
preſſeth men to believe, and perſwadeth them to entertain 
the doctrine of grace that he preached; in thoſe exhorta- 
tions there is a virtual forbidding of working for life. 
When he bids them only to believe, A. xvi. 3. it is as 
much as if he had bid them not to work. Conſonant to 
that ſpeech of his; A man is not juſtified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Chriſt, Gal. ii. 16. He exclud- 
eth works, that he may eſtabliſh men in the doctrine of 
faith, and prohibiteth working for juſtification. 

Laſtly, We are not to defire the preſence of good 
works that we may be juſtified. A man is not only to go 
thus far, to be convinced that he is not juſtified by works; 
but he is to be convinced of this, that the preſence of good 
works are not needful and neceſſary to him when he comes 
to God for juſtification. I am not only to profeſs, that 
my works have no influence into my juſtification, or are the 
cauſe of it, but that good works in the preſence of them, 
are not needful and neceſſary to juſtification. | 

Good works are inefficacious to juſtification, and not 
needful to be preſent, in the perſon that is to be juſtified. 
Here ſome fly off from the truth, they acknowledge that 
we are not juſtified by works, yet they require the pre- 
fence of good works in the perſon who is to be juſti- 
fied. But when the Spirit comes, he ſhews us that we 
are to come to the throne of grace, not as men already 
made righteous, and holy, but as men wa 0 and 
unholy, 'to be made holy by Jeſus Chriſt. So that good 
works are not neceſſary as a qualification, or diſpoſition 
m the perſon to be juſtified. 

This is that glorious goſpel, which carnal reaſon can- 
not apprehend, man's learning, cannot reach, which the 
world's wiſdom accounteth fooliſhneſs, and which the de- 
vil and worldly men will always oppoſe and perſecute. 


What faith the zealous Phariſee, Will the God of love 


juſtify him that hates him ? Will the God of juſtice fit- 
ting upon the throne pronounce the ſinner guiltleſs ? Yea, 
Phariſee, he will. What faith the ſcripture, He 7 | 
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the gb. What is an ungodly man, but he that 
hates God, that is an enemy to God, that doth not for 
the preſent love God? And when a man looks to his grace, 
he muſt look on himſelf as an unrighteous, as an unholy, 
ungodly man; He is not bound to come as the Phariſee, 
but as the Publican ; He is not to come thus qualified, L 
love God, and the people of God, I deſire to obey God, 
I am thus qualified, therefore I ſhall be juſtified, and no 
ſinful man, that hath not theſe qualifications to fit him 
for juſtification. God bids ſinners while they are in their 
blood, to Hive, Ezek. xvi. 6. Chriſt cometh to call ſin- 
ners to repentance, or changedneſs of heart by the diſ- 
coveries of grace. For God doth not command us, to 
come as men loving him, or loving his people, that we 
may be juſtified ; but when we ſee our ſelves ſinners, un- 
godly, and the chief of ſinners, then he commands us 
to come to the throne of grace, and offers juſtification 
and falvation to us freely without works; as Paul faith, 
This 1s a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jejus Chrift came into the <vorld to ſave ſinners, of whom 7 
am chief, 1 Tim. i. 15. Tpwros 8970. I am the firſt of 
ſinners; ſo it is in the Greet (Primus non tempore, ſed ma- 
tignitate ) The firſt not in time, but in ſin and malignity. 
This is the truth, which Pau preached, and which he 
accounted, not only worthy of acceptation, but all accep- 
tation, for the ſweetneſs and excellency of it. If other 
truths are worthy of acceptation, this is worthy of all 
acceptation. If a man ſeeth that he hath a heart that 
will not fuffer him to love God, that he hates the peo- 
ple of God, yet heareth the goſpel preached, that there 
1s grace offered to ſinners, to the chief of ſinners ; if this 
man believe, if he come and truſt the grace of God, he 
hath as good an aſſurance for heaven, as heaven can give, 
as God gives to any that he intends to fave, and mak 
happy with himſelf to eternity. | 
this we ſee, that we are not to bring good 
works, becauſe their preſence is not neceſſarily re- 
3 Though we ſee all evil preſent with us, and 
good abſent, we may reſt upon the promiſes of grace 
for juſtification, which is the plain direct way to true and 
perfect holineſs. | | 
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Now in the next place, I ſhall give you conſiderations, 
to prove that we are not juſtified by works that are done 
after converſion. This will appear as clearly as that 
which I have delivered concerning the needleſſneſs of the 
works of the law, for our juſtification before our juſtifi- 
cation. | | 

The firſt reaſon which I ſhall lay down is this; thoſe 
things are not the cauſe of juſtification which follow juſti- 
cation and true faith : but good works follow juſtification 
and true faith ; therefore good works are not the cauſes 
of juſtification. The cauſe precedes the effect; good works 
are the effect of juſtification ; right reaſon therefore will 


teach us, that they cannot precede juſtification. The 


work of the juſtification of a ſinner, is done and com- 
pleated, before works are done, and therefore works can 
have no hand in our juſtification. That old rule is as 
eld as the doctrine of juſtification, and as true as it is old, 
Bona ; "6a non præcedunt juſtificandum, ſed ſequuntur juſtifica- 
tum; Good works do not precede in the perſon who is to be 
juſtified, but follow the perſon that is juſtified. From 
which it will follow, that a man is not juſtified for 

ood works that follow faith, becauſe he is juſtified before 
he hath thoſe good works: good works in order of na- 


ture, following true faith; true faith working by love, 


Gal. v. 6. I am not to love that I may believe, but I 
muſt believe God's love, that I may love God, John iv. 
19. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. We are 
firſt purged from dead works by believing, and then we 
ſerve the living God, Heh. ix. 14. God hath ſworn that 
Juſtification ſhall go before good works, Luke i. 73. He 
firſt delivereth us from our fins, our ſouls deadly ene- 
mies, and then wwe ferve him without fear in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, as Zachariah, being filled with the holy ſpi- 
rit, doth ſweetly pour forth the holy water of this ſoul- 
refreſhing truth, Luke i. 74, 75. He hath redeemed us 
from all iniquity, to purify us to himſelf a peculiar peo- 


ple, zealous of good works. Faith which looketh upon 


the grace of him who is inviſible, is the root, good 
works are the fruit, there muſt be the root before th 
fruit. | 
But ſome men may ſay, may we not ſee the fruit 

| before 
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before we ſee the root? as we ſee ſome fruit upon treet, 
while the root lies hid; and from the beholding of the 
fruit, may we not very rationally conclude, that there is 
a root: ſo from the beholding of our good works, the 
fruit of true faith, may we not conclude, that there is 
faith, g it be not in itſelf viſible to us. | 

To this I anſwer ; that this fimilitude proves not th 
thing ; for though it be a truth, that good works may ap- 
pear firſt to men, yet faith is firſt viſible to us in our own 1 
ſpirits; and it is impoſlible that I ſhould fee the truth of 0 
good works, except I firſt ſee the truth of faith. | ' 

I will make this evident by this reaſon ; a man muſt ſee 
his good works, as done either under the law, or under 
the goſpel, and look upon them, either in the glaſs of the 
law, or the glaſs of the goſpel ; if a man look upon them 
in the glaſs of the law, and do rightly and ſpiritually un- 
derſtand the law, he ſhall be ſo far from drawing an af. 
ſurance of his juſtification from them, that he be- 
hold himſelf curſed and damned, with all his good works. 
For the law curſeth every man that continueth not in the 
doing of all things which are commanded by God. It is 
indeed a divine looking-glaſs, in which things to be done, 
or avoided, are dicover (Lex eft divinum ſpeculum in quo 
facienda & fugienda refulgent, Aug.) but it will ſentence 
us to death for the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle which it doth 
diſcover; ſo that it is impoſſible, that a man ſhould ſee 
himſelf juſtified in the glaſs of the law. : 

But thou wilt ſay, he may look upon his love, ſin- 
cerity, and works, in the glaſs of the goſpel. | 

And to this I anſwer, that if he look upon them in the 
glaſs of the goſpel, which is Jeſus Chriſt, then he muſt 
put himſelf under the goſpel, and look upon himſelf, as a 
man in Chriſt, that ſo he may ſee his works good by Jeſus ;” 
Chriſt ; which he will never be able to ſee without the 
eye of faith, which ſeeth things inviſible, Heb. xi. and by -| 
which we look upon Chriſt, 1 Jen ii. 1. dwell in 1 
Chriſt, Eobeſ iii. 17. live in Chriſt, Ga“. ii. 19. And 
do living works, acceptable to God by the life of Chriſt 
in us, Heb. xi. 4. By faith with open face wwe bebad as in a 
glaſs the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the ſame 
image, from glory to gliry, 2 Cor. iii. 18. and ſee that ow 
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{ue works are the effects of Chriſt's love, diſcovered in 
If and in his goſpel to our ſouls. And therefore when 
Fohn doth inform us, that we ſhall know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandment. He doth propoſe 
believing, as the firſt commandment of God, without 
which we cannot aſſure ourſelves, that we are obedient to 
his other commandments, 1 John iii. 23. This it his com- 
mandment, that wwe believe in him «whom he hath ſent. Good 
works after a man hath faith, are not the cauſe of juſtifi. 
cation, but the conſequent ; they follow a man's juſtifica- 
tion 3 they do not precede the act of juſtification 3 they 


neither precede the act of God's grace, by which he juſti- 


fieth a ſinner, neither do they precede juſtification in the 
court of conſcience : But being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace ( Rom. v. 1.) in our conſciences. This was the 
doctrine which was frequently preached by thoſe heavenly 
carpenters, which did firſt ſtrike at the horns of the beaſt, 
Ut dilectio oriatur, neceſſe eft præcedere fidem, hoc oft, fi. 
ducia miſericordie. It is neceſſary, ſaith Melanct hon, that 
faith, which is a confidence of God's mercy, do precede 
love. And another place, ( Non nititur fides nofiva di- 
keftione, ſed tantum miſericordia promiſſa, ut conflat, nec 
exiſtere dilefio poteſt niſi fit apprebenſa remiſſio.) Faith 
is not grounded upon our love, but the promiſed mercy 
of God; ſo that it is manifeſt, that there cannot be 
true love, unleſs remiſſion of fins be firſt apprehended. 
Another reaſon is from the imperfection of works 
wrought by a man after he is juſtified ; if any man that is 
juſtified, look on his works, and do not behold them in 
the glaſs of the Goſpel, he ſhall read his own condemna- 
tion for his works. Therefore ſeeing there is ſuch imper- 
fection in the works that we perform, that the beſt of us 
are unprofitable ſervants, and that the moſt holy amongſt 
us, do that for which he may be damned every day, if 
God ſhould not deal with us in the goſpel, but in the law 
it will follow, that a man cannot be juſtified by the works 
that he doth after he hath faith, and is converted, and 
doth works which are wrought by the ſpirit of grace. 
I come now to the next confideration, which is this; 
that we are not juſtified by the practice of any goſpel-or- 
dinances, which are commanded by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


There 
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There are ſome, who it may be, are convinced that they 
are not juſtified by works, yet I know not what new kin 
of they have found out ; for they think to pleaſe 
God by ſubmitting to ordinances, and finding out the 
true diſcipline and government of Chriſt's church; there- 
fore you ſhall find a kind of ſpirit of — in them, if 
they be not ſatisfied concerning the true diſcipline, go- 
vernment, and ordinances of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Wherefore I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate this, and 
ſhew clearly, that as we are not juſtified by works before, 
or after converſion, ſa we are not juſtified and ſaved, by 
the ſubmitting to any ordinance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Salvation is not in theſe, there is nothing to be found in 
theſe available to juſtification. Forms of government and 
ordinances, do not make men chriſtians, but a lively 
faith in the Lord Jeſus. When Caius Marius Victorinu: 
told Simplicianus, that he was turned from heatheniſm to 
chriſtianiſm, and he replied, that he would not believe 
him, unleſs he ſaw him in the congregation of chriſtians ; 
he wittily thus reprehended the raſhneſs of 8 
Ergone parietes faciunt chriſtianos? ) do your s then 
make chriſtians ? ſo to thoſe that ſay, men are of the world, 
until they are under this or that form of government and 
ordinance, I may thus ſpeak ; do theſe things make chri- 
ſtians ? Epiſcopacy, preſbytery (all government) is nothing, 
independency 0 nothing, dipping is nothing, but faith 


which worketh by love. The Apoſtle clearly proves 
this point, Gal. v. 3. 1 teflify again to every man that is 
circumciſed, that he is a debtor to dv the whole law ; Chriſt 
is become of none effef to jou; he ſhall profit you nothing. 
We know that Pau/ circumciſed Timothy ; after he was a 
preacher of the goſpel, and ſubmitted himſelf to many of 
the rites and ceremonies of the Jews ; ſhaved his head, 
and put himſelf under a Fewih vow ; yet here he faith, 
if a man be circumciſed, he is a debtor to the whole laau. 
His meaning is this, that if a man ſubmit to circumciſion, 
as thinking it will any whit avail him to his juſtification, 
and ſalvation, that man ſhall not be faved by Jeſus Chriſt, 
but he is a debtor to the whole law ; he is not under 
grace, but under the curſe of the law, Acts xv. 1. TO 
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ſome preached that there was a neceſſity for men to be 
circumciſed, and keep the law of Moſes, that they might 
be juſtified ; ſee how the doctrine was diſreliſhed by the 
Apoſtles ; Peter calleth it a tempting of God, and laying 
a yoke upon the necks of the diſciples, which they nor 
their fathers were not able to bear. Paul though as a ſpi- 
ritual man, he could become all things to all men, to 
the Few, as a Few, to the Gentile as a Gentile, 1 Cor. 
ix. 20, 21, 22. that by all means he might ſave ſome; 
yet how doth he thunder and lighten in the face of thoſe 
that laid too much upon the practice of outward Hings, : 
denying unto them any ſalvation by Chriſt. And as he 
ſaid, JF ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 3 you nothing; ſo 
if any man be baptized, I may ſay, Chriſt ſhall profit him 
nothing. If any man to ſatisfy his conſcience, deſire one 
to dip or ſprinkle him, or join himſelf as a member to 
any congregation, thinking by pleaſing God, and Chriſt, 
to further his ſalvation in this way, he is a ſtranger to | 
Chriſt, and unacquainted with his Goſpel. 
Faith is inconſiſtent with any thing in this ſenſe ; faith 
will not ſuffer any thing to be joined with it in point of 
Juſtification ; and if we will join any thing with faith for 
juſtification, that faith is nothing worth at all. If we will 
do any thing that we may be juſtified, we muſt do every 
thing. If thou wilt be a member of a church, as the 
1 that thou may ſt be comforted, juſtified, and 3 
thou art bound to fulfil the whole law. * 
The law is well compared by one to a chain, which 
is linked together, and if we take one link of it, the 
weight of the whole chain will be upon us; ſo if we do 
any thing that we may be juſtified, we lay ourſelves under 
all the bondage and ſlavery of the law, and are tied to do 
every thing in the law, that we may be juſtified. He that 
is circumciſed, is a debtor to do the whole law, Gal. v. 
3. But in Chrift Feſus, neither circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcifion, but faith which worketh by love, 
ver. 6. By circumciſion, he means all the outward pri- 
vileges of the Fews ; theſe do nothing avail to ſalvation ; 
and by uncircamciſion, the privileges of the Genti/es, bap- 
tiſm, and the ſupper. All outward privileges and pre- 
rogatives 
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rogatives, do nothing avail to juſtification. The king- 
dom of Heaven is not in theſe things, not circumciſion, or 
uncircumcifion, or any outward ordinances. The kingdom 
of Heaven is within you. 

Another reaſon may be drawn from the conſideration of 
the nature of ordinances, and our ſubmitting our ſelves to 
them. There is not ſo much in that outward obedience 
that is given to outward ordinances, as in that obedience 
that is given to the moral precepts of the law, Mark x. 
19. Our Saviour commends the young man for acknow- 
ledging that obedience to God, hv] God and his nei h- 
bour, were more than all burnt offerings and ſacrifice ; 
there is more in internal obedience, than in obedience to exter- 
ral ordinances. From which concluſion, thus I argue; 
if thoſe things that are of a more excellent nature, as, 
love to God, and love to our neighbour, and relieving 
the poor, be altogether unprofitable, inefficacious, and un- 
available to juſtification, and ſalvation ; then theſe out- 
ward works of obedience, in ſubmitting to outward or- 
dinances, are much leſs available. If the greateſt works 
advantage nothing for juſtification, and ſalvation, then 
certainly the doing of inferior works, the ſuffering a 
man to dip me, and to make me a member of his church, 
cannot advantage me: Theſe things are works in their 
own nature far inferior to the great works of the law, 
love to God, and to the people of God, and to the poor 
ſaints of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Therefore if theſe works 
be altogether unvailable, if they can nothing farther my 
jallification ; nay, if they hinder me in point of juſtiſica- 
tion, if I lay any weight upon them; then certainly theſe 
inferior works can nothing further my juſtification, and 
ſalvation. And if a man do not praGiſe them, accord- 
ing to the command of Chriſt, through ignorance, it js 
no way prejudicial to his juſtification, and falvation. It 
did not prejudice the thief that he died without baptiſm, 
that he did not receive the ſupper of the Lord, that he 
was not admitted a member of the viſible church; it did 
not prejudice him that he had no fellowſhip with the 
ſaints. A man may be juſtified and ſaved, not only with- 
out the works of the law, and works after converſion, 5 
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the practice of ontward ordinances. | 
Therefore if any ſay unto you, you muſt be baptiz'd, 


baptiz d, you muſt be members of a 
church, or elſe you cannot be members of Chriſt, I can- 


not acknowledge you as a brother; rather pity their ig- 


norance, than yield to their exhortations, 


What a fad 


thing it is for men to place ſaintſhip and religion in theſe 


wy, 


things, when the ſcripture plainly and punctually in this 


reſpe& overthroweth them? Rom. xiv. 15. The kingdom of 
God is not in meats and drinks, (concerning which there 
were many controverſies and janglings in thoſe times) but 
in righteouſneſs, and peace, and jo, in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Since the ſcripture requires nothing to make a man an 
Heir with Chriſt, but faith: How abominable is it to 
ſay, that a man cannot be a ſaint, if he do not ſubmit 
to outward ordinances ? 

I cannot but commend what I find in Luther, who was 
zcalouſly carried forth againſt ſome in his time, that made 
a rent from him in a legal way, becauſe they differed 
from him about external things and ordinances, which are 
no juſt ground why ſaints ſhould divide themſelves from 
one another; who faith, © That they had brought in 
* another kind of popery, and more dangerous than 
that which he had overthrown by his preaching ; for 
« as for groſs popery, (faith he) mens eyes begin to be 
* enlightned, to ſee the abſurditics of it. But theſe men 
* come in a ſubtle way, and pretending a neceſſity of 
«* ſubmitting to forms, inſtitutions, and ordinances, do 
«c pervert the pure and ſimple goſpel of Chriſt, labouring 
to perſuade mep, that if they do not ſubmit to the or- 
«* dinances of the Lord Jeſus, he would not acknow- 
* ledge and confeſs them before his Father, and that un- 
« leſs they were under his government, they ſhould not 
be under him for juſtification.” | | 

Therefore. we are to be rightly informed concerning 
theſe things, and if we do ſubmit to outward ordinances, 
we ſhould not do. it from legal principles, for it were bet- 
ter not"to practiſe them, than to practiſe them from theſe 

7 principles, 
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principles, to the ruining of our ſouls. And they that 
draw diſciples after them by ſuch rigid and goſpel de- 
ſtroying principles, will find, to their ſhame, that thoſe 
that they have brought in by theſe principles, will fall 
away from them to their ſhame and infamy ; for God 1s 
dichonour'd, Chriſt is robb'd of his grace, and the free 
ſpirit Ioſeth his glory. _ 

Suffer me now to make a little uſe, and fo I ſhall com- 
mend you, and what hath been deliver'd to the bleſſing 
of God. | 

You ſee that we are ſaved by believing the goſpel, 
without any works going before juſtification, or any ſub- 
miſſion to the ordinances of the goſpel, which may follow 
it. 7 doth bring four ſorts of people under a juſt re- 

roof. | 

: Firſt, ſuch as are groſly popiſh, maintaining juſtifica- 
tion by their own works and righteouſneſs, or affirming 
that a man is not juſtified by faich only, but by faith and 
works together. Theſe deny juſtification by the grace of 
God, and the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thro" 
faith, and ſet up a juſtification by inherent righteouſneſs 
in themſelves, holding that we are then juſtified from fin, 
when it is removed out of our ſight, ſenſe, feeling, lives, 
ſpirits and converſations. | | 

Secondly, this doth ſerve to diſcover and reprove ſuch, 
who would ſeem to be no papiſts, who yet in a more re- 
fed and ſubtle way, do preach forth the ſame doctrine 
which the others do maintain, and prefer {ome popiſh 
books, which are wrought with a fine and curious thread, 
before any books which have been publiſh'd, by any who 
have been eminent for the knowledge of God's grace in 
Chrift through faith for juſtification, 'Theſe are they who, 
if it avere poſſible, would deceive the wery ted; laying 
ſiege againſt the goſpel, and the doctrine of juſtification, 
while they pretend that they are fighters for it. And 
theſe preach that we are not to look, ſo much upon a 
Chriſt without us for juſtification, as a Chriſt within us. 
And that we are not juſtified by a Chriſt that is in Heaven, 
but by Chriſt within us; which Chriſt of theirs is nothing 
clie, when ye are well acquainted with him, but the 

| | workings 
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22 
workings of their own ſpirits in zeal and love to God, 
and when they have high thoughts of God, their will is 
conformable to the will of God, and they think the ſame 
things that God thir}s, and {ubmit to God in their 


ways. They look upon theſe workings, as their per- 
fection and juſtification ; and this i: Chriſt within them. 

Fut we are not ſaved by Chriſt working in us, and 
« making us obedient to his Father's holy will ; but we 
are ſaved by the righteouſneſs of Chrift, who hath 
* ſhed his blood for us. We are not juſtifcd becavfe 
we love God and Chriſt, and deſire to wall: in ſincerity 
to glorify God; © but becauſe we apprehend the Grace 
« of God in Chriſt; and therefore We love God and 
«- Chriſt, and deſire in ſincerity, to walk in all the ways 
„that God hath made known to us in Chrit.” We are 
not juſtified by the conformity of our will to God's will, 
or the oneneſs of our will with his; but ave are juſtified 
by faith. 

He that denies this, is ignorant of Chriſt and the gof- 


pel, and is not an honourer of Chriſt, but a miniſter of | 


Satan and Antichriſt, and a deluder of the people. 

Thirdly, this is for the reproof of the hypocritical pro- 
teſtant, who profeſſeth the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith without works with his tongue, but denicth it with 
his heart ; not daring to truſt his ſoul in the arms of a 
Saviour, unleſs he brings good works along with him to 
procure his welcome and entertainment. 

This man ſtumbles at the threſhold of the door of 
grace, being never able to enter into the houſe of love; 
becauſe he will not adventure his ſalvation upon the pro- 
miſes of grace which are made to ſinners, that have no 
works, or righteouſneſs inherently in themſelves. He 
will not go to God, or cloſe with a promiſe of grace, un- 
leſs he have the ſight of — in himſelf in the firſt 
place. He will tell you, that good works are not the 


matter of our juſtification, and yet he will not conclude 
that he is a juſtified man, until he ſee good works in him- 
ſelf. This man folbwing the [aw of righteouſneſs, doth not 
attain to the law of rizhteou/neſs, becauſe he ſeeketh it * 
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by faith, but as it were by the works of the Law, 
Rom. ix. 31, 32. 

The Apoltle ſpeaks againt this phariſaical opinion; 
when he faith, We are juſtfi.d by Grace through britewing , 
not through working. I am not bound to love God 
and the brethren, that I may be beloved of God; but 
[ muſt believe, that I may love God, aid my bro- 
ther. | 

The prepoſterous preaching of ſanctificat ion before 
« juſtification for the evidencing of juſtification, is that 
« which keepeth many poor creatures in bondage for ma- 
« ny years, and ruins many ſouls. 


going to Heaven? deceiving themſelves with falſe and 
unſound aſſurances, And fetching their comforts from 
the ſight of their own works, and not from the grace of 
God in Chriſt, by a pure act of believing. 
the right path to juſtification, we ſhould not be juſtified 
in believing, but m loving, aug working, Forl ſeeing 


. my love to God, ſhould conclude God's love to me: 


But, herein 4s love, not that wwe hued God, but that God 


loved us, and ſent his Son to be the prepitiation for our fins, 
I John iv. 10. And true owe is obtain'd by the fight of 


Cd. free love to ut in an ad of believing. 


'Fhcrefore if thou haſt no aſſurance of the love of God, 
but that which thou haſt gotten from the fight of thine 
own works, and from the concluſions of thiné own baſe 
and deceitful heart; as the ordinary way of ſome hath 
been, thou haſt no aſſurance at all. | 

When thou ſhalt lay under a great temptation, thou 
wilt find no comfort in this aſſurance: And thou, ſhalt 
find at the great day, auhen thou ſalt appear before God 
2 Chriſi, that this aſſurance will not be worth a 

ſh. | 

This building upon thy love to God, and not upon 
God's free love to thee, 15 to build upon a ſandy foun- 
dation; and not upon Chriſt by faith. And if the Lord 
convince thee of thy folly, thou wilt lay a better foun- 
dation of joy and comfort than this can be unto thee. 


How many are gone to Hell, who thought they were 
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For other foundation can no man lay than that whith is laid, 
ewhich is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. | 
- Fourthly, This is for the reprehenſion of blind and ig- 
norant formaliſts, who place religion rather in confor- 
mity to outward forms of government, and ſubmiſſion 
to external ordinances, than in the faith of the goſpel, 
which is operative by love. Juſtification doth not lie in 
our obedience to the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, but in 
Jeſus Chriſt. We are not made faints, by being made 
members of any church or congregation, but by faith in 
the head of the church. Woe to him that maketh his 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to any ordinance the ground 
of his comfort, as too many zealous formaliſts do, who 


run from congregation to congregation, from one ordi- 


nance to another, to get ſolid comfort to their ſouls, ap- 
prehending that they are undone creatares, and cannot 
be true faints, unleſs they be under the true practice of all 
ordinances : whereas it is a plain truth, revealed in the 
goſpel of truth, that neither ſubmitting to an ordinance 
can make a true faint, nor the want of ordinances un- 
faint any man that is made one with Chriſt in believing. 
He is not a Few which is one outwardly, neither is that 
circumciſion, which is outwzard in the fleſh. But he is a 
Few which is one inwardly, and circumciſion is that of the 
heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not 
of men, but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 29. So he is a true 
Saint, who is not a viſible. member of a congregation ; 
but he whoſe life of faith is h dden in Feſus Chrift. He is 
baptized, not whoſe body is waſhed with water ; but, whoſe 
foul is avaſtid in the blood of Chriſt, 1 Pet. iii. 21. He is a 
xy communicant, and breaks bread, who doth not 
reak bread outwardly, but by faith doth inwardly feed 
upon the bread of life. We are not juſtified by works 
of the law done before or after juſtification, nor by yield- 
ing obedience to any command concerning outward or- 
dinances, but by our ſubmitting in our judgments to the 
truth of God's grace in Jeſus Chriſt for juſtification with- 

out theſe. 
I would not here be miſtaken, as though I did ſpeak 
againſt any ſaints, or any who are ſpiritual and faithful 
in 
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in the obſervation of any external ordinances; but againſt 
zealous fbrmaliſts, who do make ſaintſhip and fel- 
lowſhip to depend upon theſe things, and are not ſpiri- 
tually acquainted with the truth of God's grace, but are 
perverters of the goſpel. 

In the next place, here lieth conſolation for all that 
hear me this day, in that which I have delivered, if God 
ſhall give unto them believing hearts. 

Haſt thou never done any good work ? haſt thou 
hated the ways of God, and his people ? haſt thou ne- 
ver looked after the diſcipline, government, and ordi- 
nances of Chriſt? Yet here is a ground for thee to come 
in unto Chriſt : we are juſtified by grace through be- 
lieving, not through working. Therefore let it be ſup- 
poſed; that thou art without works, yet thou haſt good 
ground to take comfort in that which hath been deli- 
vered ; believe and thou art in a happy cqndition, 
though thou haſt never done a good work. Thou art 
not to come to Jeſus Chriſt as a righteous man: But 
thou art to come unto him, that thou may'ſt be made 
a righteous man. If thou ſeeſt thy ſelf a vile ſinner, 
caſt thy ſelf into the arms of the grace of the Father by 
Jeſas Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him, 2 Cor. v. 

Promiſes of Grace are left by God upon record in the 
{cripture of truth for ſinners, for ignorant ſinners, Ja. 
XXIX. 24. They that erred in ſpirit ſhall come to underſtand- 
ing; For ſinners that murmur againſt him, his ways, 
traths, and prophets, as it followeth in the ſame verſe, 
They that murmured ſhall learn DoRrine, For backſliding 
linners, Haſea xiv. 4. I rvill beal their backſliding, I wil 
hve them freely. Him that cometh unto him Je will in no 
w:7/e cafl cut, 8 wn tx{Ianu tw, Here are two Nega- 
tives in the Greek, which do ſtrengthen the negation... 
Joln iv. 37. By which ſpeech our Saviour doth affure 
poor ſinful creatures, that if in truth they come unto 
him, they ſhall not be rejected by him; or ejected from 

the arms of his love and mercy. 

Chriſt's invitation is to all ſinners, All that will, may 
lay hold of him, not only the righteous, bat the unrigh- 
teous. 
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teous. If thou canſt not love God, thou may'ſ look 
on the grace of God, and take comfort that God loves 
thee, Chriſt came not to call the righteous, but ſinners, 
the chiefeſt and vileſt of ſinners to repentance. 'There- 
fore come as a ſinner, as the chiefeſt of ſinners, come I 
ſay, and welcome. The Lord Jefus keeps open-houſe 
for all comers, the blind, the lame, ſhall not find the 
doors ſhut upon them. 
ſinners, that cannot be entertained as ſaints. 

It is reported of Rome's firſt founder, that wanting ſub- 
jects, he ſent forth ſome, to make known his will to 
all people, who lived about him, that if any male- 
factors, or ſuch who were oppreſſed in the places where 
they lived, did come in unto him, they ſhould live peacea- 
bly in his om, and he would protect them againft 
any that ſhould purſue them, and by this means he be- 
came ſuddenly the king of a numerous people. So 
Chrift doth ſend forth his proclamations to aſſure ſin- 
ners, and vite malefaQors, that if they will come under 
his ſcepter, they ſhall live peaceably under his govern- 
ment, and that he will ſafe- guard them from all their 
enemies, which ſhall purſue them, and by this means 
his dominions are enlarged from ſea to ſea, and fin- 
ners do rejoice in the king of Sion. This doctrine if it 
were received, would anſwer all the objections which 
are raiſed in the hearts of men, againſt their happineſs 


by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Is there any fad, comfortleſs ſoul, which would not be 
comforted if this truth were received? What canſt thou 
object againſt thyſelf to bereave thyſelf of peace, which 
would not be remov'd if this were throughly believed. 
Art thou a ſinner ? Chriſt offereth himſelf to ſinners. 
Art thou an old ſinner? An old ſinner is but a ſinner. 
Haſt thou been a Phariſee like Paul, perſecuting Chriſt 
and the doctrine of grace? a perſecuting Phari/ee is but a 
ſinner. And Paul was received to mercy, that ſuch 


might not be without hope of mercy, 1 Tim. i. 16. Art 
thou an hypocrite? an hypocrite may come as a ſinner to 
Chriſt. Bring what objection thou canſt, and a perſwa- 
fion concerning the truth of God's grace ſhall anſwer it, 
an 


hey ſhall be_ welcome as 
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and if thou doſt believe, thou haſt as good an aſſurance 1 
as any is in Heaven, and which will hold good, when the 1 
hope of the hypocrite will come to nothing. P 1 

Let no objection keep thee from — but believe 1 
what thou haſt heard; if thou art a ſinner conclude not, 
that Chriſt belongs not to thee, becauſe thou art a ſinner; 1 
but ſay, I am a ſinner, therefore Chriſt belongs to me, . 
Chriſt came to ſave ſinners. | 7 

As the bright beams of the ſun diſpel all miſts and |} 
clouds; ſo the truth of this doctrine, if = was underſtand it 
in the light of the ſpirit, will diſpel all thy doubts and 
objections of unbelief” They will vaniſh, and thou that 
cameſt hither under a ſpirit of bondage, ſhalt go away 
with a ſpirit of adoption, and aſſurance. The true goſ- 

| believed will quickly bring true comfort to thy 
foul. If any of you want comfort and aſſurance, it is 
becauſe you believe not. Chriſt doth knock at the door | 
of our hearts, and if by believing the door be opened, Þ 
he will feaſt with us. It is unbelief which doth bolt the | 
door, doth keep him out, and doth keep joy from us. 
The gates of Heaven are ſhut upon workers, and open to X _ 
believers ; ſhut to thoſe who come with money in their 1 
hands; but open to thoſe who are content to enter with- 1 
out paying any thing for their entrance; the gift of God is 1 
b eternal life through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. vi. ult. 
© Whoever will, may drink of the waters of life freely, 
Rew. xxii. 21. But if we will not drink without money, 


. 1 2 
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: we ſhall not drink one drop of the water of life. It 
l were a diſgrace for a king, if none ſhould ſee his palace 
L but ſuch who would give money. If therefore we look 


on Heaven as the palace of the great king of Heaven and 1 

0 earth, let us know that we may enter without money. It | 

| were a diſgrace to the king of Heaven if he ſhould ſuffer 

i none to come into his palace, but thoſe that would give 

a ſomething to come into it ; if we have nothing to give for / 

h Heaven, we have as much as God demands ; if we do no- 

t thing, we do as much as God requires. 

0 ( Manifeſs beati ſunt quibus fine labors, vel opere aliquo 

— remittuntur iniquitates, & peccata teguntur, Nulla ab his 
requi- 


[ 28 ] 
iruntur pœrnilentiæ opera, niſi tantum ut eredant, Am: 
any labour a ſins are remitted, and iniquities cover- 
ed. No works of repentance are required of theſe, this 
is only required of them, that they do believe. For he 
that worketh not, but believeth in him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 5. 
So much for this time. 


broſe ) It is plain that they are bleſſed, unto whom without 
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The Fire ſhall try every Man's Wark, of what Sort 
it is, 1 Cor. iii. 13. 


Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children, Mat. xi. 19. 
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SERMON IL 


EP H E S. ii. 8. 


For by Grace are ye ſaved thro* Faith, &c. 


Proved the laſt day that there is no ſalvation for any 
I Man by any Works, or Righteouſneſs of his own, 

I ſhall now proceed in the next Place to prove, 
that aue are ſaved by Grace only. 

By grace, in this place we are to underſtand the free 
favour of God to his poor undeſerving creatures That 
which is tranſlated grace here, in other places 1s tranſlated 
favour: So it is ſaid that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, xa yapil rata Orw, and 
in favour with God and men, Luke ii. u/t. So it is 
ſaid that To/eph found fawour in the fight of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, Acts vii. 10, And it is ſaid, that 
Dawid found fawour before God, ver. 46. * The 
grace of God is the ſame with his favour. This grace, 


_ 


—_ 
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* Grace is defined by P. Martyr as © the free good 
"vi/] of God, whereby he counteth us dear in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, forgiveth us our fins, and giveth us the Holy Ghoſt, 
upright life, and eternal felicity.“ 

By grace alſo is under ſtood (that particular inflance 
of Divine fawour ) the actual influence and immediate 
operation of the Spirit of God upon the minds of men to 
ſoith in Chriſt, and thro' faith to holineſs of heart and 
life. And hence alſa the gracious habits of ſoul thus 
«Htain'd, have been called by the ſame name. 


B * 
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or fre- favour of God to poor creatures, is held forth 
to us in ſcripture. 

Firft, As it is in God; and fo it is ſet forth to us, as 
that grace, and favour of his which is eternal as him- 


— — 


But ſome (not eying rightly the Goſpel myſtery of ſanc- 
ti fication) taking an unwarrantable liberty from well- 
intended expreſſions of former writers, and from a groſs 
uptaking of the promiſe to give a nexv heart of fleſh, &c. 
hade deſcribed grace, as tho" it were a living new crea- 
tare put into the man, having eyes, mouth, limbs, &C. 
and have hereby underſtood not the Goſpel ſanctification 
in Chrift enjoyed by faith, but another ſeperate thing: 
Which, for any dependance it has upon the enjoyment of 
Chrift by faith, might as well be in the Deiſt as in the 
Chriſtian. F 

There is an operation of the Spirit of God in effettual 
calling, whereby wwe are perſwaded, and enabled, to em- 
brace Jeſus Chriſt, freely offered to us in the Goſpel: 
This is not ſome new creature put into us, but an enabling 
xs to receive Chrift, and ſalvation in him; and all true 
holineſs of heart and life flows from Jeſus Chriſt as ac- 
tually received into, and dwelling in our hearts by faith. 
* The cauſe of good works wwe confeſs to be, not our 
free will, but the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, 1ho dawell- WR. 
ing in our hearts, by true faith, bringeth forth ſuch works 
as God hath prepared for us to walk in.” Old Confef. Scot. 
Art. 13. When we refer the beginning of repentance 
to faith, we do not dream a certain mean ſpace of time, 
wherein it bringeth it out: but we mean to ſhew, that 
a man cannot earneſtly apply himſelf to repentance, unlef« 
be knows himfelf to be of God.“ Calvin's Inft. Book 
3. Chap. 3. Se. 2. This is the old Proteſtant account 
of the matter, and it is an abuſe of their words to un- 
derftand them otherawi/c. 
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ſelf. And in this reſpe& we are ſaid to be ſaved from 
eternity, in this eternal grace and favour of his as the 
apoſtle ſets it forth, 2 Tim. i. 9. where he faith that ave 
are ſaved not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Je- 
ſus before the world began. This grace is the primary 
cauſe of our juſtification. God juſtifies, and faves none 
in time, but thoſe who were juſtified and ſaved before 
him from eternity, It is ſaid of 4braham, that he was 
the father of many nations, Rom. iv. 17. He was not 
then the father of many nations, if we look upon his pro- 
geny and poſterity ; for he had not a grand-child then ; 
but he was the father of many nations before him whom 
he believed, even God that gquickeneth the dead, and calleth 
things that are not as if they were. So we were ſaved be- 
fore God in the eternal grace of God, before we had a 
being among the creatures. In the ſame ſenſe that God is 
ſaid to determine the times, and the bounds of Al mens 
habitations from eternity, A#s xvii. 26. So we are ſaid ' 
to be ſaved by the grace of God. Becauſe God from 
eternity loved us in Chriſt, and ſaw us in his own eternal 
grace and favour ; otherwiſe we ſhould make God like 
unto the creature which ſeeth things when they are done, 
aud are viſible among the creatures, but God he foreſaw 
HER things from eternity; he ſpeaks of things as being, when 
BAS indced they have not a being among the creatures, but 
have a being in his own eye: And ſo we had a being in 
dhe grace of God, and in the eye and ſight of God, be- 
MES fore we had a being in ourſelves, and a being among the 
| 4 creatures. 
and ue are in this grace of God from eternity, not 
for any works that God foreſaw would be done by us : 
God did not love us from eternity, becauſe he foreſaw 
dat we would be induſtrious, painful and zealous to glo- 
nit) his name. There was nothing at all in the eye af 
WW God from eternity that moved God to ſet his grace, and 
favour upon us but his grace. It is contrary to truth 
which is affirmed by ſome, that God foreſeeing that ſome 
men would be induſtrious, painful, do good works, and 
live holily and righteouſly, did therefore make choice of 
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them, and ſet his grace on them. And that foreſeeing 


the idleneſs, ſloth, prophaneneſs, ungodlineſs and impe- 
nitence of others, he rejected them. God, as he loves 
us in his grace from eternity; ſo this grace was placed 
upon us without any foreſight or proviſion of our own 
works. The apoſtle doth clear this plainly to us in the 
forementioned place, where he ſaith, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace; 
int imating thus much to us, that it was only the eternal 
grace of God which moved God to be good and gracious 
to us in Chriſt. And ſo the apoſtle faith, Tit. iii. 5. Not 
by works of righteouſneſs which abe have dent, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he ſaved us; that is, according to his 
eternal mercy and grace, he ſhewed favour and compaſſion 
to us, and pardoned our fins. And the expreſſion of the 
apoſtle is worth obſerving, Epheſ. i. 4. where ſpeaking of 
the eternal grace of God, he faith, That God placed his 
grace upon us that wwe ſhould be holy, and without blame 
| before him in love. He doth not ſay that God elected 
us, becauſe we would be holy, and without blame ; but 
he elected us that we might be holy, and without blame be- 
Dore him in love: Good works are not the cauſe but the 
conſequents of grace. 

Nay, I add more, that as God did not foreſee our 
good works, ſo not our faith neither : faith is not the 
cauſe of grace, but grace is the cauſe of faith. God there- 
fore enables us to believe in time, becauſe God loved us 
from eternity. | 

The apoſtle ſpeaking of them of Achaia faith, that 
they believed through grace, and Apollos helped them much 
that believed through grace, Acts xviii. 27. It is by 
grace that we believe, it is not by faith that we are made 
partakers of grace. Fam | 

Thus we are ſaved by grace in the purpoſe of God, 
from eternity in the eye and ſight of God, who ſeeth all 
things abſent as if they were preſent, and ſpeaks of things 
before they are done, as if they were done. 

In the next place, grace in the ſcripture is conſider'd, 
not only as it is in God, and as it is as eternal as God 


himſelf; but the ſcripture ſpeaks of the grace of God, * 
i 


it is manifeſted forth to us in Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo we are 
ſaved by grace; God diſcovering his grace to us in his 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt, So the Apoſtle ſpeaking of grace, 
2 Tim. i. 10. faith; But now is manifeſted to us by the 
af bearing of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who hath aboli//- 
ed death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the goſpel. He ſpeaks firſt of grace, as it 1s 
in God, and as it is as eternal as God himſelf ; then he 
ſpeaks of eternal grace, manifefted to us in the goſpel of » ʒ 
his dear ſon. It is by the preaching of the goſpel, that 
the eternal grace of the father, in the ſon, is made known 

to us. | 

And this grace 1s called ſometimes the grace of God 
the father, Rom. i. 7. Sometimes it is called zhe grace 
of Teſas Chriſt ; aid ſometimes the grace of them both; 
becauſe Jeſus Chriſt is God, one God, in one divine eſ- 
ſence with his father. 

And as God in his grace is ſaid to forgive fins, 
Micah vii. I ho is à Gd like unto thee that pardaneth fin? 
faith the prophet. So Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to forgive tins . 
the apoſtle bids us to forgive one another, as Chriſt hath 
forgiven us, Col. iii. 13. As there is grace in the fa- 
ther to forgive fins ; fo there is the ſame grace in the ſon. 
The apoſtles doubted not but that they fhuuld be ſa- 
wed by the grace of Chrift, as well as thoſe that were 
circumciſed, Acts xv. 7. And by this grace we are ſaved. 
God diſcovering now his grace to us in his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt, the eternal ſon of the eternal father. 

This grace in ſcripture is made known to us, as the 
ſole cauſe of our juſtification and ſalvation. Grace is ſo 
held forth for juſtification, that all things, beſides grace are 
excluded. We are juſtified by grace, exc/u/ively, all o- 
ther things being ſhut out. When God juſtifieth a man, 
he eyes that man, only in his own grace; and when God 
jultifteth a man ix the court of hisown conſcience, he ſtrips 
him of all his own works, of his own love to him, and 
to the brethren, and gives him oy a ſight of his own. 
grace. 

This grace doth exclude all merit : if there were any 
mer it in the creature, man * not be ſaved.· by grace; 
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the apoſtle clears it to us by that paſſage, Rom. iv. 4. To 
him that worketh the reword is not reckon'd of grace, but 
of debt. If a man could work, or merit any thing to- 
ward his juſtification and ſalvation, then it were ot of 


grace, ſaith the apoſtle, the reward is not reckoned of i 


grace, but of debt. If any man work, then he expects 
wages as due to him, he may by right, and juſtice claim 
what he deſerves: ſo if we did work for ſalvation, we 
might require God to beſtow, and give us what we had 
wrought for. But true grace ſhuts out all merit, and 
works in the creature: if we could bring any merit of 


the creature to join with his grace, grace ſhould be 160 


more grace, as the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 6. 
If we look upon grace as it is in God; ſo, before 


God we are ſaved in his eternal thoughts; he in his own 7 
purpoſe and grace, having elected us to juſtification, and 


eternal ſalvation in glory by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. - Yet 
he never holds forth his grace to us, but in the counte- 
nance of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; in whom the glory of his 
juitice ſhines bright, with the glory of his grace. He 


ſhews us that he hath laid all our fins on his ſon ; that his 


juſtice hath received full ſatisfaction from the ſufferings of 
his ſon for all our ſins, and ſo comes to diſcover his grace 
to us in the pardon and forgiveneſs of our fins. 

Thus Chriſt, and the apoſtles conſtantly in their 
preaching, diſcover'd the grace of the father in the ſon, 
As our Saviour to Nicod mus; God fo lowed the world, that 
he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſnever believeth on 
bim, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, John iii. 
And the apoſtle to the Corinthians; God was in Chrif 
reconciling the world to himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 

God doth not make known his love for the forgive- 
neſs of ſin, but by Jeſus Chriſt. I confeſs that we are 
ſaved by grace in reſpe& of God, before we. know the 
grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt. But we cannot ſee this 
grace, until we behold it in the face of the Lord Jeſus. 
He behold the love of God in giving the Lord Jeſus to be 
the attonement, ſacrifice, and propitiation for our fins, 
before we can read the everlaſting love and favour. of 
the father to us in his fon. Eternal love is the ns 

cuauſe 
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cauſe of our ſalvation and juſtification ; but it cannot be 
apprehended by us, until we apprehend, in the firft 


lace our redemption in Jeſus Chriſt. And when Chriſt 
is embraced as a Saviour in the arms of faith, we riſe 
higher in our thoughts, by the power of the Spirit, and 
are brought to look upon the eternity of love ; and have 
liberty to read every line in his eternal volume, which 
doth concern our eternal life and ſalvation: 

In the next place we are to conſider, that in ſcripture, 
falvation is taken either negatively or affirmatively. | 

And take ſalvation in either of theſe acceptions. And 
it will be evident, that we are ſaved by grace. | 

In the firſt place, if we take ſalvation negatively, as it 
1s a deliverance or freedom from all evil; and in this 
ſenſe we are freed from evil, only by grace. It is a 
true rule; Gratiam Chriſti nihil præcedit humani : No- 
thing in man doth precede, or prevent the grace of God. 
The light and beams of grace, do diſpel the clouds of 
our ſins. Not for our ſakes, but for his name's ſake, he 
covereth our ſins. It is God's prerogative to free us 
from ſin by grace, and to remove them far from us, 
P/al. ciii. 12. As far as the eaſt is from the weſt, jo far 
he removed our tranſgreſſions from us. He only can re- 
move fin againſt whom it is committed, He only can 
caſt ſin into the depths of the ſea, who hath an ocean 
of grace in himſelf, in which he ſwalloweth them up. 
Micah is ſpiritually tranſported beyond himſelf in admi- 
ring this incommunicable prerogative of the God of 
grace; Micah vii. 1. 8. Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, &c? And who can think that he will 
part with this privilege, which is his delight ? for ſo it 
tolloweth in the ſame verſe: He retaineth not his anger 
or ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy. 
Secondly, if we take ſalvation affirmatively, for the 
inſtating of men into. a condition and enjoyment of all 
happineſs, and felicity, ſo we are ſaved by grace. We 
are made happy, brought from a curſed condition, into 
a bliſsful condition, from horror to joy, from hell to 
heaven, from the ſtate of nature, to the ſtate of glory, 
only by the grace of God. It is only by grace that we 
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are what we are. By grace our fins are pardon'd. By 
grace we have an mheritance with the ſaints. By grace 
we are the high born ſons of the great king of heaven and 
earth. By grace we are bleſſed and loaded with all ſpiri- 
tual and temporal bleſſings in Jeſus Chriſt, and are 
brought to the enjoyment of eternal felicity, happineſs, 
and bliſsfulneſs. Thus we are ſaved by grace, and by 
grace alone. 

One of the antients doth ſpeak excellently to this pur- 
poſe; ¶ Nemo ſe palpet, de ſuo Satanas oft, de Deo beatus 
, quid eft enim de ſuo nift peccatum ſuum ? ) Let no man 
boaſt of himſelf, for of man's ſelf he is a devil; by God 
a man is made happy; what is man of himſelf but fin ? 
Ye are ſaved by grace. 

Again, ſalvation in ſcripture is taken for ſalvation be- 
fore God in the court of heaven. And it 1s taken for 
the ſaving of a party, in his own ſpirit and conſcience: 
if we take it in the firſt ſenſe, a man is ſaved in the 
court of heaven, only by grace. What is the reaſon, 
what (the accuſing mouth of the law being ſtopped) no 
bill, no inditment can be brought againſt the glect in 
the court of heaven ? Is it not this, becauſe God in his 
grace juſtifeth them? This is the apoſtle's argument, 
Rom. viii. 33. Who foall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's le#?, It is Ged that juftifieth them. Tis tyuanoey 
Grace hath caſt out of heaven the accuſer of the brethren, 
gu ich accuſed them before God night and day, Rev. xii. 10. 
The accuſer can bring no indictment, complaint, or ac- 
culation againſt the ſaints there. There is no fin in our 
conſciences that can be heard to accuſe us in heaven, 
becauſe there is grace for our juſtification. God beholds 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt before his eye, upon whom he hath 
laid all our fins. And always beholding our nary 
neſs before himſelf in heaven, lying wrapp'd up in his 
own grace; doth acquaint us ix his word of truth ; that 
we are faved by grace. 

Secondly, if we take falvation in the other ſenſe ; 
for ſalvation in our ſpirits and conſciences; and in this 
ſenſe we are ſaved by grace. There can be no ſalva- 


tion brought home to our hearts, but by the fight of 
grace, 
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grace. If we had the ſanctification (or ſpiritual fruit) 
of all the faints which have lived fince the fall of man, 
and ſhould look upon it all as ours, to give comfort to 
our ſouls, and to aſſure us that we are in a ſtate of ſalva- 
tion; and ſhould not look above it to behold God's 
grace, and our ſanctification (or ſpiritual fruit) in it, 
and from it, it would not give us any ſolid comfort, 
or aſſurance of our ſalvation. Nothing can ſhine in the 
heart to give it any comfort, but what doth ſhine and 
give light, in the light and beams of this grace. We ne- 
ver come to ſee our ſelves in a condition of ſafety, till 
we fee the grace of God. Look unto me and be ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is 
none elſe; Iſaiah xlv. 22. None but God can fave us, 
and nothing but the fight of God can bring ſalvation 
to us. Still we have ſome objection or other againſt 
ſalvation, and juſtification,. till God ſilence all objections 
by the Gght of his own grace. There is that oz/y in 
God, and in Jeſus Chriſt, that will * flence all ob- 
jections. 

If our conſcience fly in our faces, and tell us that we 
have committed many thouſands of ſins more than we 
can reckon or number up, yet when God gives us a ſight 
of himſelf, his fon, grace, the mouth of conſcience 
is ſtopped, and we ſee all our fins ſwallowed up in his 
love. Shrew us the father, and it ſuffceth us, faith Phi- 
lip, John xiv. 8. When God ſheweth us himſelf, our ſpi- 
rits are at reſt. | | | 

When grace is diſcover'd, and God's light doth ſhine 
upon the foul, ſin, death, and damnation cannot terrify 
the foul. But they are filled with a fpirit of joy, in be- 
lieving their free juſtification ; <v>o before hrough fear 
of death were ſubject to bondage, Heb. it. 15. Grace ap- 
pcareth greater and ſtronger to bring ſalvation, than fin 
powerful to bring damnation. Our fins, and the ſins 
of all the men of the world, being che acts of creatures 
are finite; but grace that juſtiſieth us, is the grace of an 
infinite God, and is boundleſs ane infinite. Men are un- 
aſſured of their ſalvation, unleſs this grace be preſented 
i0 the eye of their ſpirits, And men and devils earmor 
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prevail againſt us, to enforce us to queſtion our juſtifica- 
tion and falvation, when we look upon it. That peace 
which the world cannot take from us, nor give unto us ; 
that joy which neither the law, nor the works of the law 
can convey unto us, nor bereave us off: that ſalvation 
which damned feinds can never rob us of, is communica- 
ted to us by the beholding of God's grace in the face of 
the Lord Jeſus. The ſoul, when it hath a fight of this 

grace, it ſtands with boldneſs at the throne of grace, and 
though it feel helliſh ſin in itſelf, yet it is able to diſpute 
with all the devils in hell, and to maintain the freeneſs, 
fulneſs, and compleatneſs of its own juſtification from all 
fin, by the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt. | 
If the devil ſhall then ſuggeſt this to a man, that he 
is a ſuiner. The believing ſoul will make this anſwer: 
It is true, I am a ſinner, but I am not terrified to deſ- 
peration, becauſe I am ungodly ; but I rejoyce in this, 
that God Juſtifierb the ungedly by his grace, Rom. 4. 5. 
If the devil ſhall reply : but thou art a great finner, and 
there 1s a great damnation. The believing ſoul will re- 
turn, I am not tormented by the great damnation pre- 
pared for great ſinners, but comforted by the great /alva- 
tion; Heb. ii. 3. which is for the greateſt and chiefeſt of 
ſinners by God's grace in Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. i. 15. If 
the devil ſhall ſtill aſſault a man, to perſuade him hae he 
is a damned ſoul, having miſpent his time and ſtrength in 
the ſervice of fin, having no good works to commend 
him unto God, that he may find favour from him. The 
| believing ſoul will be eaſily able in the ſtrength of God, 
| when it is upon the mountain of his grace, to ſilence the 
accuſer, by lying down in the lap of that God, who ma- 
| keth him the object of his grace, who worketh not for 
juſtification, Rom. iv. but believeth in God who juſtifieth 
finneirs in his grace, without works. And becauſe we 
are juſtified and comforted in the court of our own con- 
ſciences by grace: the ſpirit which is given forth in the 
miniſtry of the goſpel is called a ſpirit of grace: It 
being the work of the ſpirit to reveal the grace of the 
father for the comfort of his children; according to that 
ef the apoſtle, 2 They: ii. 16, 17. Our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf, and God even our father, hi > hath 
loved us, and given us everlaſiing conſolation, and good 
hope through grace, comfort your hearts. Here the apo- 
ſtle ſheweth us that the ſaints have conſolation, and that 
his conſolation is everlaſting, and that this everlaſting 
conſolation is only by grace. Go to all the true ſaints 
in the world, and aſk them how they receiy'd the com- 
forter, whether by the obſervation of moral precepts, or 
by the doctrine of grace, and they will inform you that 
they receiv d him by the goſpel of grace, and not by the 
law of works. Some ſaints are able to acquaint you 
with their own experience, and can tell you how they 
labour'd for holineſs, to bring them to happineſs, to 
love God, that they might aſſure "themſelves, that they 
were in the love of God, and that they found darkneſs 
inſtead of expected light, death inſtead of life, horror 
and bondage inſtead of joy and liberty, until they were 
enabled to come unto God as ſinners, without works, diſ- 
claiming their own righteouſneſs, deſerts and endeavours, 
and laying the Head. ſtone of their peace and happineſs 
in the free favour of God, crying Grace, Grace, Zech. 
iv. 7. Exalting the free grace of God in their juſtifica- 
tion, and overthrowing and overturning their own 
works and legal righteouſneſs. It is grace, and grace 
alone, which bringeth ſaluation, Tit. ii. 11. and there- 
fore not our works. Grace and works are inconſiſtent 

in this point of juſtification : they can no more ſtand 
together, than the ark of God and Dagon. Let grace 
ſtand up in its glory, and works will quickly be 0- 
verthrown, and ſet up works, and ye deſtroy the doctrine 
of grace. By eternal grace we were elected, and made 
veſſels of mercy from eternity; by grace we were ſaved 
before God in heaven, in the preſence of the Lord Je- 
ſus : by grace we were ſaved in the perſon of Chriſt be- 
fore faith. By the revelation of grace unto us through 
faith ave are ſaved (in foro conſcientia) in the court of 
bun own conſciences. By grace ſalvation is inchoated 
here, and compleated and perfected hereafter, Rom. vi. 
ult. The gift of God is eternal life through Feſus Chriſt cur 
Lord, The word is xaf,αeG, Which fignifieth a gift flow. 
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„ 
ing from grace, or free favour. In theſe ſeveral accep- 
tations of the word grace, ave are ſaved by grace. 


not juſtified by works, will be ſufficient for the confirma- 
tion of this, And when I fhall handle the doftrine of 
believing, ſome reaſons will fall in which will more fully 
illuſtrate this truth. I ſhall therefore for the preſent only 
preſent unto you a reaſon or two, and haſten to the uſe, 
1 Reaſon. Firſt, it being ſuppoſed that man is a ſin- 
ner, it is impoſſible that man ſhould be ſaved by any 
mis but by the knowlcage of grace. 

he law in this particular, would not deal with us, 
_ conſidering what good hath been done by ns, but what 
evil. And therefore when the apoftle had proved, Roz. 
ii. 23. that devout Jeu, as well as profane Gentiles, 
hed finned, and come fort of the glery of God: he takes 
it for granted, as a thing undeniable and unqueſtionable, 
that we are juſtified freely by his grace, through the re- 
d. mption that is in Teſus Chriſt. And if we could bring 
our ſelves into a ſtate of ection, after we have once 
ſinned, we could not be juſtified by that perfection in 
us, which is required by the law, but ſhould be con- 
2 for our fins, and imperfections in breaking of the 
aw. 
If a man have done good ſervice for the common- 
wealth ; and yet be found guilty of high-treaſon againſt 
the ſtate, the law will condemn him for the treaſon, his 
gocd ſervice not being available to make ſatisfaction to 
the juſtice of the law for this treaſon. So if ic were poſ- 
lible for us to keep the law for a time, we ſhould be 
cor demned, if it can be proved that we have broken it 
at any time. Acts of obedience will not make fatisfaton 
for acts of diſobedience. We cannot ſatisfy the juſtice of 
the law, by doing what the law requires, if we have once 
broken it. If we could ſometimes do what the law re- 
quires us, we ſhould not be able to free our ſelves from 
the guilt and puniſhment for doing that, which it forbid- 
deth us at all times; becauſe it requireth obedience 
from us, at all times. And it is unreaſonable to 3 


I might now lay down many reaſons for the proof of 
this point, but thoſe which I gave to prove, that we are 
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that God, if he deal with us as under the law, and not 
under grace, ſhould give us a pardon of our diſobedience, 
in conſideration of our obedience. | 
If a wife live honeſtly, as becomes a wife, ſome few 
years; if her huſband find that ſhe committed adultery 


ſome years before the time of her honeſty and obedience, 
the law takes no notice at all, that ſhe hath lived in het 
latter time as became a wife: but condemns her; and 
ſhe muſt be divorced from her huſband for her adulterous 
act committed before her obedience. 
So if it were poſſible that we could the law, and 
do what is requir'd in it, and live under the obedience of 
it in every branch and point of it, yet if we have once 
broken the law, the law, taking no notice of our obe- 
dience, would condemn us for our difobedience. What 
the Roman hiſtorian faith of the Roman law, that it is 
(dura & inexorabilis) ſevere and inexorable, it is true 
of God's law, the law heareth no cry, or vepging for 
mercy. No man ſhall find favour or on from the 
law, by any acts of obedience to the law, who hath 
once diſobey'd the law. | 
The paying of a new debt will not make fatisfaction 
to any man to whom an old debt is owing : ſo if we 
could pay the debt that the law requires for the preſent, 
it makes no ſatisfaction at all for our breaking it before, 


for our old debt. 


By this conſideration, in the firſt place, it will be evi- 
dent to every man who hath any ſpiritual knowledge of 
the purity and juſtice of the law, that it is impoſſible 
for ſinful man to find out any way, but the good old 
way of grace, to happineſs and falvation. | 

Secondly, we are juſtified by grace, that God 
have the glory of his grace. Man fell by pride, there- 
fore God will not eſtate him in happineſs, but by humb- 
ling him, by bringing him upon his knees to the throne of 


grace, that he may have the glory of his grace. Natu- 
rally we are full of pride, and would riſe by that by 
Which we fell : we would be made happy by works, as 
we are made unhappy by works. Every man that ſees 
himſelf, ſees how that the whole ſtream of corrupt nature 

runs 


n 
runs this way: a man will be doing, working, and acting 
that he may be juſtiſied. But God will not ſuffer ſinful 
man to glory before him in his own works, let he ſhould 
loſe the glory of his grace, Rom. iv. 2. and therefore 
there is no ſalvation for us, untibwe lie down at the door 
of grace. If God enter into judgment, no man living 
ſhall be juſtified in his fight, Pal. exliii. 2. God doth 
ſtop up all other ways to ſalvation, but the way of 
grace, that he may have the glory of his grace in juſti- 
fying the objects and veſſels of his grace. He formeth 
his people for himſelf, that they may be happy in 
him(1f and with himſelf, and that they may ew forth 
his praiſe, Pſal. xliii. 21. It is tlie mind and pleaſure of 
God that every man ſhould glory in himſelf ; therefore 
he juſtifies and ſaves us only by that grace which is in 
himſelf. In the Lord ſhall all the children of Iſrael be 
juſtified, and ſhall glory. He maketh us objects of grace that 
he may receive from us, and we be enabled to give unto 
him, the glory of his grace. All the ſaints are brought 
forth ſtanding before the throne, and ſinging forth this 

truth, Rev. vii. 10. Salvation to our God which ſitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb. They aſcribe ſalva- 
tion not to their own works, merits, deſcrvings, or wor- 
thineſs, but to the grace of God and blood of the 
Lamb. 5 
As earthy and groſs bodies cannot mount up to hea- 
ven, which is a place of purity and perfection, but they 
fall down by their own weight to the earth, unable to 
aſcend thither. So our works fall down to the ground, 
as unable to aſcend up to the place of God's purity and 
glory, to juſtify us in his fight ; that lalvation may be at- 
tributed only to his own grace. And he will not juſtify 
us in the court of our own conſciences, we {hall not read 
our names written in heaven, till he bring us from our 
own works, righteouſnels, performances, and endea- 
vours, to reſt upon the ſtrong arm of his grace, that we 
may give him the glory of bis grace, in our free juſtifi- 
cation and falvation. Rig | 
Thirdly, God faves us by grace, becauſe if it were 
not by grace, it had been needleſs that the Lord Jam 
I 
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Chriſt ſhould have been given to us: If it had been poſ- 
ſible for man to have wrought out his own falvation by 
his own works, there had been no need that the fon of 
God ſhould have diſrobed himſelf of his glory, and 
been made man like us. Why ſhould he have lived a 
life of ſorrow, and died a death of ſhame, had it been 
poſſible for us to have gotten ſalvation by our own 
works? Therefore the apoſtle concludes, that 7f righ- 
teouſneſs had been by the law, then Chriſt had dyed in vain. 
And thus have I open'd to you, and ſhew'd' you thejrea- 
ſons why we are ſaved by grace. In a word now 
to make a little uſe of it, and ſo I ſhall conclude for 
the preſent, | | 
In the firſt place, that which I have deliver'd con- J 
cerning the eternal grace of God, ſufficiently confutes 
that error which is in the ſpirits of many men, who 
think that works and actings of the creature, is the 
| cauſe of God's love to the creature. God doth not 
love us, becauſe we love him, but we love God, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us from eternity. God loved us when we 
had no being in ourſelves, or among any creatures, to 
aſlure us that he did not love us for any thing in us, 
there being nothing at all in us when God fiſt 
loved us. | 
i The love of God is not like the love of man, man 
loves ſomething which he ſees lovely, but God ſees 
nothing in the object which he loves, but all the mo- * 1 
tives and arguments lie in the boſom and breaſt of God, 
which move him to love his creature. Man cannot love 
before he have ſome lovely object propoſed to him, but 
God loves before we have either being or holineſs. We 
believe in God, love him, and are made lovely before | 
him in time, becauſe he loved us before all time. The 3 
man ſpiritually wiſe doth ſee his happineſs wrapp'd up 
in the eternal bowels of grace, and laid up in the ever- 
laſting boſom of unchangeable love for him. Fond 
therefore is their conceit, allow their apprehenſion, J 
and underſtandings dull, who believe that any thing done. 
or believed by the creature in time, can be the pri- © WF 
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mary cauſe of the creature's ſalvation, to whom grace 
was given for falvation from eternity, 2 Tim. i. 2, &c. 

This doctrine of free grace doth overthrow and an- 
nihilate the wiſdom of the wiſe, the learning of the 
learned, the righteouſneſs of him who is moſt righteous, 
and a ſtranger to grace. The natural man with his beſt 
Ir. ſceth not a righteouſneſs beyond the righteouſneſs 

his own righteoufneſs. As the wiſdom of the ſpirit 
is fooliſhneſs to the natural man ; ſo the wiſdom of the 
fleſh is fooliſhneſs with God. Tho? there be a ſpirit 
in a.man by which he may have great knowledge and 
underſtanding in the things of nature and reaſon, yet # 7s 
the ſpirit of the Almighty which giveth underſtanding, 
Job xxxit. 8. Until this ſpirit and power from above 
come upon us, we cali light darkneſs, and darkneſs light ; 
ſinfulneſs purity, purity imperfection. But when this 


_ doth enter into us, all aur rightesuſneſſes appear as filthy 


rags, and we are made willing to reſt upon that grace 
for righteo1ineſs, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, le- 


fore the world began. 2 Tim. i. 9. Then we clearly ſee 


the wiſdom of God in ſhewing mercy on whom he will pew 
mercy, and having compaſſion on whom he will have com- 
pailion: Then we cannot but acknowledge, that 17 is no- 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that ſheweth mercy. Then the objections of carnal reaſon 
are fully defaced the acute arguments of the worldly 


wiſe and learned, againſt free grace, are diſſolved, the 


ſophiſms of the antigratians are ſufficiently confuted, and 
we are ſaved and ſatisfied with the glorious diſcoveries of 


God's eternal grace in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Again, this ſhould engage us all, that know this ſaving 
grace to exalt and extol this grace of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, Grace apprehended by us doth oblige us unto 
thankfulneſs. It is fit that they ſhould glorify God for 
his grace, who ſce themſelves glorified by grace. The 
prophet Jaial ſetteth forth this unto us, J. xlv. laſt, Is 
Fehovah fall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhalt 


glory. He that is juſtified in the grace of Jehovah will 


certainly glory in the grace of Zehowah. Let wn 
| Slory, 
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glory, not in ourſelves, not in our labours, ſufferings, 
actings or endeavours, but in this grace of the father, ac- 
cording to the advice of the prophet Jeremiab, ix. 23, 24. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, let not the auiſe nan glory in his wiſ* 
dom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might ; let not 
the rich man glory in bis riches; but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he underflandeth and knoweth me; that 
I am the Lord, which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment and 
1 in the earth. Let our holy boaſting be in 
this righteouſneſs ; let the reſolution of the ſweet finger 
of Jrael be the reſolution of every one of us, Pſal. xi. 
16. I will make mention of thy righteauſneſs, even of thint 
only. God forbid, faith St. Paul, that I ſhould glory in 
any thing, ſawve the croſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, So let 
every good Chriſtian ſay, God forbid that I ſhould glory 
ſave in the grace of God; let pharifees and hypocrites boaſt 
of their own works and legal righteouſneſs. But let true 
ſaints baaſt only of the grace of the merciful and favourable 
Jehovah, What is ingenuouſly acknowledged concern- 
ing himſelf, by Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 10. By the grace of 
God I am what I am; may be acknowledged by all ſaints. 
By grace we are what we are, and therefore glory is to be 
given to grace. God's gracious love was placed upon us 
before we were lovely, Jer. xxxi- 3. He loved us with 
an everlaſting love. He loved us when we were unlovely, 
when he /aw u = in our bload, then was the time 
of his love, Ezek. xvi. 6. 8. His grace and love hath 
made us lovely: what cauſe then is there, that we ſhould 
glory in this grace and love? It is an excellent ſpeech of 
Bernard to this purpole ¶ Tibi i/libata maneat gloria, meum 
bene agitur fi pacem habuero.) Take thou-all the glory, 
it is enough for us, that we have the peace. In P/al. 
cxxx. 3. the Pſalmiſt profeſſeth that if the Lord fbould 
mark iniquities, no man ould be able to fand before 
him. F thou Lord fhouldſt mark iniguities, O Lord, who 
fall ſtand! The interrogation is equivalent to a nega- 
tion, who ſhall ftand? that is, no man ſhall ſtand. We, 
that ſnould quickly fall to ruin, had we no better ground 
to ſtand upon than our own works, what reaſon have we 
to 
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to bleſs God for grace, who only ſtand by grace? 

If we could ftand before the judgement ſeat of God, 
ſtanding cloathed in the menſtruous rags of our own works, 
_ righteouſneſs and performances, there were ſome ground 
for us to glory in our own works: but ſeeing it is thus, that 
if God enter into judgment, and deal with us by the Law, 
we cannot ſtand before him, therefore let us glory only 
in him. With heart and tongue give him praiſe for what 
he hath done for thee by his grace, who hath cauſe to be 
aſhamed for what thou haſt done againſt his grace, 

The apoſtle hath an high expreſſion to raiſe our ſpirits, 
to this purpoſe, 2 Cor. ii. 14. Now thanks be to God, 
2 always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, When 

en triumph there is great joy, rejoicing and _— 
We are not only to rejoice in his grace, but we ſhould 
triumph in it. A chriſtian may ride in a chariot of 
triumph every day; he may ſee his fins, curſe, hell and 
damnation ſubdued, and overcome, when he beholds 
God in the looking-glaſs of his own grace. What though 
we have many ſins? yet for all this we may triumph, be- 
cauſe the grace of God hath ſaved us from our fins by 
Chrift. What though we have no works? yet we may 
triumph if we know grace, there is enough for us in the 
fulneſs of grace. There is no way to peace here, or 
glory hereafter, but by grace. Let grace therefore be thy 
glory: As the apoſtle doth double his exhortation when 
he exhorteth them to rejoice, that they might double their 
diligence and care in practice of their duty, Phil. iv. 4. 
Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again, I ſay rejoice. 
So ſuffer me to double and treble my exhortation. Ye 
have nothing to boaſt in but grace, boaſt therefore: and 
again II fay boaſt in the grace of God. 

God ſeems, in the prophet J/aiah, to ſpeak to an hy- 
pocritical proud people, and he bids them bring forth 
their arguments, and put him in remembrance, if there 
were any thing to be brought before him, for which they 
ſhould be juftified, Ifa. xliii. 26. Let us plead together, de- 
clare thou that thou may'ſt be juſtified: As if he ſhould 
have ſaid. If you have any works; bring them E ? 

0 
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uſe all-your ents, {kill and rhetorick, ſay what you 
can for yourſelves to plead your juſtification. But, to 
convince them that they could not ſtand before him with 
their works for juſtification, he puts them in mind of 
their fins, Thy firft father hath finned, and thy teachers 
have tranſgrefſed againſt me, ver. 27. to this end and pur- 
poſe that they ſhould believe what was promiſed in the 
25th verſe, that he would blot out their fins for his own 
ſake. So it is with us, brethren, as we have heard. We 
cannot bring forth ſufficient reafons and arguments to 
make good our falvation by our works. If we have no- 
thing to comfort us but our own works, we ſhall have no 
comfort at all in his preſence. Let us therefore as we 
are engaged, trumpet out the praiſe of God, for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his rich and precious grace to us in the face 

of Jeſus, for juſtification and ſalvation. 

Thirdly, Let me exhort you to abide in the profeſſion 
of grace to the end of your days; hypocrites may profeſss 
grace for a time, but true ſaints ſhall Ho faft the doc- F 
trine of grace to the end, John viii. 31. H ye continue in 
my word then are ye my diſciples indeed. Paul and Barna- 
bas exhorted the religioũs proſelites of Antioch, Acts xiii. 
43. inipive to continue, Or abide in grace, look up to 
God for grace and power according to his promiſe to en- 
able you to hold faſt the truth of his grace. Let not 
the wiſe and learned of the world, cry'd up for godlineſs, 
—_— and devotion, draw you from this grace of 

od. 

We live in dangerous, in perilous times, and there 
were never ſuch underminers of grace, as have appeared” 
in theſe ſinful days, ſome that deny the Lord that bought 
them : But let us not be diſcouraged) becauſe ſome, who 
have profeſſed grace, have fallen from their profeſſion, 
to fancy frothy notions, antichriſtian abſurdities, and Va- 
mil;tical ſpeculations. Conſider rather what the 1 | 
affirmeth, 1 Cor. xi. q. that there muſt be herefies, dT, it 
is needful that there ſhould be ſuch, that they which are 
approved may be made manifeſt. The devil hath his chap- 

lains, as well as God his miniſters and embaſſadors. As 


ſome 


fome will vent their blaſphemous conceits and curſed im- 
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ſome ſhall be ſent of God to hold forth grace for the con- 
verſion of ſinners, to the righteouſneſs of the juſt: ſo 


poſtures to pervert men to deſtruction. If the good God 
fow good ſeed, the wicked one will ſow tares among the 
wheat, Matt. xiii. 24. 

When the goſpel is preached with power, there are 
multitudes come to the profeſſion of it, but after a- 
while many of theſe fall to philoſophical fancies, fool- 
iſh dreams, vain fables, and idle ſpeculations, loathing 
the plain goſpel, the heavenly manra, as the J{-achites 

id the marna that came din from heaven, this we 
find by experience: but let not this ſhake us from dur 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the profeſſion of the goſpel. God hath 
appointed it to be ſo. Paul was confident that after 
his departure from the congregation in Miletus, grie- 
wvous wolves would enter in among them, not ſparing 
the fieck, and that of thiir ewnſelves ſhould men ariſe, 
Speaking perverſe things, te draw away diſciples after 
them, Acts xx. 29. If the apoſtle was confident in his 
time that it would be ſo, when he ſaw them under the 
pure diſcipline and government of Chriſt, under the 
charge of thoſe miniiters, tzachers, and officers, whom 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt appointed over them, filled with 
thoſe gifts of the Spirit, which were the fruit of his 
aſcenſion ; what wonder is it, if we meet with ſuch ? 

Again, let not the abuſers of grace cauſe you to 
diſlike grace, or the doctrine of grace. By this the 
devil may may take great advantage againſt thee for 
thy hurt, thou may'ſt have injurious thoughts of the 
2 of God, when thou eyeſt ſome who abuſe grace; 

ut continue thou in grace, fall not from thy profeſ- 
ſion, nor diſlike the preaching of it *, becauſe thou 
obſerveſt ſome who abuſe the grace of God, turning it 
into evantonneſs. | 


— . ————_ 


For none do, or can abuſe it but ſuch as conceive 
of it carnally; for it is the power of God unto falvua- 
tion to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. a 
Remem- 
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Remember that in the times of the apoſtle, ſome 
goſpel profeſſors did walk ſo contrary to the goſpel, 
that tender-eyed Paul could not ſpeak of them with- 
out tears in his eyes, wwhoſe end was deſtruftion, whoſe 
God was their belly, whoſe glory was their ſhame, who 
minded earthly things, Phil. ui. Yet thele vile wretches 
would talk of grace, and the doctrine of Chriſt, know. 
ing nothing rightly of grace, or Chriſt. And Jude 
doth acquaint us with ſome in his time, that were 
crept in unacbares, turning the grace of God ine laſ- 
civiouſneſs. And he faith that they wwere ordained to 
this condemnation, (mana mpoyey(appeo,) written down 
long before to this condemnation, ſo the word figni- 
fieth. We wonder to ſee a generation of men ſprung 
up among us, that + make nothing of Chriſt or the 
father: we wonder to ſee men undervaluing and vili- 
fying the grace of God, neglecting all Chriſtian duties, 
and denying the word of God to be the word of God, 
But it was fo in the apoſtle's times, there were ſuch 
crept into their congregations : And why ſhould it ſeem 
a ſtrange thing unto us, that it is ſo now in theſe days of 
Babyloniſþ confuſion, and Egyptian darkneſs, ſeeing it 
was ſo in the bright days of light, in which the apo- 
ſtles lived, who propheſied, that in theſe latter days pe- 
rilcus times ſhould come, and men ſhould depart from 
the faith ? That we may not ſtumble in our chriſtian 


Þ+ Theſe were familifls, who made light of Chriſt's 
death on the croſs, under pretence of 2 the ſpirit's 
work z and there are many in this day, who under pre- 
tence of exalting the ſpirit's work, go about to eſtabliſh 
their ewn inherent qualities, righteouſneſs and perform- 
ances, and fo trample under foot the blood of the cove- 
nant ; but let ſuch obſerve, that the blood and ſpirit 
always go together, and can never be ſeperated,» and 
therefore their pretended exaltation of the - ſpirit's work 


in ſanftifying us in any other matter than the obedience 


and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus, is only diſhonour- 
and denying him. 
race 
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race at theſe abuſers and ſcandalizers of grace, let us 
know that grace is grace though men abuſe it: think 
not, that grace is not grace becauſe it is abuſed: but 
know that the true doctrine of grace may and muſt be 
abuſed by wicked and ungodly men. As the ſpider 
ſucks poiſon where the bee ſucks honey: So where the 
ſaints ſuck ſweetneſs and honey, the wicked and ungodly 
men ſuck poiſon. Where the godly fetch all their joy 
and comfort, delight and refreſhment, there wicked men 
meet with their ruin and deſtruction. 

7 he ways of God's truth and grace are right, and the 
Juſt and faithful ſhall walk ſafely in them, but the 
tranſgrefſors ſhall fall therein, Hoſea xiv. 9. Mark the 
place, and what God ſpeaketh. In the ſame way in 
which the faint doth walk to ſalvation, the wicked ſhall 
ſtumble and fall into condemnation. 

A libertine hearing the doctrine of grace ſucks no- 
thing but his bane from it. Though the word be rh. 
Sawour of life unto life to them that believe ; yet is it 
the ſavour of death unto death to ſome, 2 Cor. it. 16. 
I remember one ſaith of medicaments, that if they be 
given by a fkilful phyſician, they are the helpful hands 
of God {auxiliares dei manus) but if by one that is 
unſkilful, they are poyſon. So the doctrine of grace, 
when it is {kilfully apply'd, when the ſpirit of God teach- 
eth us to make a right uſe of it, it is the power of God 
to ſalvation, as the apoſtle ſaith, I am not aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, which is the power of God to ſal- 
dation, to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16. But 

When it is unſkilfully apply'd, when the fleſh only makes 
uſe of this doctrine of grace, and there is not the ſpirit 
of God to teach us to make a right uſe of it, we turn it 
into venom, and we are poiſon'd to our deſtruction. But 
let us not be offended at the doctrine of Chriſt for this. 

It hath been ſo formerly, it is ſo, and will be ſo. Ne- 
vertheleſs let us continue in the grace of God, and look 
up to God that we may continue in it. 

I have one word now to ſpeak unto thoſe, who for the 
preſent are not apprehenders and partakers of this graces 

an 
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and ſhall conclude for this preſent ; You ce it is only by 
grace that you are ſaved; it is only grace that brings ſal- 
vation to the ſons and daughters of men : Therefore if 
God hath convinc'd you that you are ſinners ; now is 
the day of grace: now is the day of ſalvation, I will 
ſhew a Hort and compendious, but a true <vay to hap- 
pineſs, happy are all you that believe what is brought 
to your ears this day concerning God's free grace. God 
promiſed to meet his people at the mercy-ſeat, Exod. xxv. 
which was a type of Chriſt, and we can never meet with, 
God to the ſalvation of our ſouls, but by meeting with 
his grace in the Lord Jeſus. The law is the miniſtry of 
death, it is the goſpel of grace which is the miniſtry of 
life and ſalvation ; look therefore beyond the /awv, which 
is a miniſtry of condemnation, 2 Cor. Beyond thy own 
own righteouſneſs, which is impurity to the eye of juſtice, 
beholding thee under the law: beyond thyſelf, who art 
an object of miſery, horror, and confuſion, and by a 
ſpiritual eye of God's own making, behold his grace in 
Chriſt for loſt and undone ſinners. Hearken to what 
God ſpeaks to thee, he invites thee, exhorts thee, and 
beſeecheth thee to be reconciled : he tells thee that thou 
canſt not be juſtified by thy own works, but by his free 
grace, that thou art not to be ſaved by what thou haſt 
done, but by what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered. 
Though thou haſt broken the law, Jeſus Chriſt hath 
kept it. He is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 
for every one that believeth m and by the grace of 
God. Behold God ſtanding at the door of thy heart in 
the miniſtry of the goſpel of grace and ſalvation, let the 
door of thy heart fly open unto him by believing, 
and he will feaſt thy ſoul. As Chriſt ſaid to Zac- 
cheus, ſo I may fay to thee, who believeſt what I 
ſpeak, this day ſalvation is come into thine houſe. God 
15 the God of grace, therefore think not to pleaſe him 
by any thing but by eyeing of his grace. Chriſt is the ſon 
of grace, he came to reveal the grace of his father : If 
thou wouldeſt with Simeon take Chriſt and ſalvation in 
thine arms, graſp not thine own works for juſtification, 
but believe what is proclaim'd forth to the world con- 
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cerning falvation only by grace. The Spirit is the 
Spirit of grace, and if thou believe thou ſhalt be aſ- 
ſured of, and ſcaled to redemption by grace. There — 
is no ſalvation but by grace, and no apprehenſion of 
ace but by believing, which is the next thing pre- 
ted in the text to our conſideration. Salvation is not by 
working, but believing ; ye are ſaved by grace thro' 
faith, But we muſt be enforced to let alone the ful. 
ler enlarging of this point; until God ſhall give us 
another opportunity, 


SALVATION only by Believing. 
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For by Grace are ye ſaved thro Faith. 
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Being an Ex tract from the Works of 


Mr. JOHN SIMPSON. 


— — 


O! hiew hard and bitter is this to natural ſiunſe and 


reaſon, that ſhe muſt ſtrip herſelf naked; and forſake 
all which ſhe feeleth and conceiveth, and muſt only 
depend upon the BARE WoRD, ſpecially, ſhe concetving 
and feeling quite the contrary ? the Lord of his mercy 


help us with ſuch a faith in our neceſſitics, and at 


our laſt end when <ve firive with death, Luther's 

divine diſcourſes, p. 22. 

We do not ſeparate faith from the Holy Ghoſt, euhich 
is the certainty itſelf in the WoRD,. and not avith- 
out the WoRD, but is given thro" the Wokb, and 
ret evithout it, Luther's divine diſcourſes, P. 219. 


Ac. 


To which is added, 
Some uſeful Paſſages, extracted from the di- 
vine Diſcourſes of that great Champion for 
the Faith, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER, 
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SERMON III. 


EPHEs. ii. 8. 
For by Grace are ye ſaved thro* Faith, &c. 


T hath —_— been proved unto us, that 
I works cannot fave us. And likewiſe the SIS 
God, for the ſalvation of ſinners without works hath 
preſented itſelf unto us, with the ſtrength, ſufficiency, 
and glory of it. It may now be queſtioned by ſome, 
by what means the grace of God in Chriſt may be ap- 
pied unto ourſelves, and apprehended by us? Our apo- 
{tle doth fully ſatisfy us concerning this, affirming that it 
is not through working, but believing : Te are ſaved by 
grace, thro' faith. 7 | 
The apoſtle doth not affirm that we are ſaved (3:2 ry» 
wirw, propter fidem) for our faith; for the worth, merit, 
dignity, or. excellency of it: But (a Ty; wirws, per f- 
dem) through faith; faith being the gift of grace, by 
which grace is revealed, and applied unto us. Grace is 
the principal cauſe of our juſtification, faith is the organ 
or inſtrument given unto us by God, for the diſcovery 
and application of his grace unto our own ſouls. As no 
rational man (when he readeth thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour to the woman, who was diſeaſed with an iſſue of 
blood, Matt. ix. 22. Daughter be of good comfort, thy 
faith hath made thee whole ; ) would conclude, that be- 
cauſe our Saviour faith that her faith did make her aubolr, 
that therefore ſhe was not made whole by Jeſus Chrilt, 
as the principal cauſe. So no ſpiritual man ſhould con- 
clude, that we are not faved by grace as the principal 
cauſe, becauſe the apoſtle faith, ave are ſawed thro" faith. 
Defiring therefore that that crown may fland faſt, which 
God hath ſet upon the head of his own grace; I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew you, that we are ſaved by faith, or 
through faith, We are not _ in a way of working, 
| bet 
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but believing. Thus God ſaved and juſtified the father 
of the faithful, to teach his ſons in what way they are to 
expect ſalvation. God, in a viſſon, informeth Abraham 

that he was his Sield, and exceeding great rgward, Gen. 
xv. 6. And he belitved in the Lord, and he counted it 

to him for righteouſneſs. This was the oracle of truth, 
which Habakkuk, 2 upon his watch, received 
from the Lord, Hab. ii. 4. Behold his foul, who is lift- 
ed up in him, is not upright, but the juſt ſhall live by 
Faith. It is by believing, and not by working, that we 
are made juſt. ¶ Fides juſtos ab injuſtis, non operum fed 
#þ/a fidei lege, diſcernit. Aug.) Truth doth make a dif- _ 
ference betwixt the juſt and the unjuſt, not by the law 
| of works, but by the law of faith. The natural man 
knoweth no righteouſneſs but what is by his own works. 5 
The ſpiritual man doth ſee himſelf righteous in believing. MW 
Thus our Saviour directed the ignorant Jesus to the right 
way of righteouſneſs, when they aſked him what they 
ſhould 4 oe they might work the works of God, John 
vi. 28. This is the work of God, faith he, that ye be- 
fieve on him whom he hath ſent. If any enquire after 
falvation, let him know it is not by works. The plain 
way to ſalvation and juſtification, is only by believing, 
Tit. ii. The grace of God bringeth ſalvation, teaching us 
to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly Iuſts. He doth not 
ſay, that grace in the firſt place, teaches us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts: but in the firſt place it brings 
juſtification and falvation through believing, and then ſe- 
condarily the ſame grace teacheth us, to deny ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts. After we have ;eved for 
ſalvation, the holy ſpirit is given, Ey. i. 13. In be- 
lieving we enter into our reſt, Heb. iv. 3. keep the 
year of Jubilee, and ſee ourſelves inſtated in happineſs. 
Keep a chriſtian ſabbath. It is only in believing that we 
are brought to the enjoyment of that felicity, which is 
by the grace of God, and in Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Apoſtles, in their epiſtles, do not hold forth any 
truth more frequently than this, Gal. v.-6. In Jeſus 
Chriſt, neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
tumci ſion, Hut faith which worketh by love. And, 
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Naum. V. 1. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
| through Teſus 2 14% When — keeper of the 
priſon aſked Paul and Silas what he ſhould % to be 
/aved, ſuppoſing falvation was only attainable by work- 
ing, they did at once diſcover unto him his error and 
blindneſs, and acquainted him with the ſoul-ſaving truth 
of the goſpel, aſſuring him that if he believed on the Lord 
Feſus, he ſhould be ſaved, Acts xvi. 31. We find not 
reſt in our ſpirits by the ſight of our works, love, ſince- 
| rity, labours, and endeavours ; but by the ſight of God's 
grace in Chriſt. 
Having by theſe places of ſcripture, confirmed to you 
this truth, I ſhall now amplify it, by ſhewing unto you 
more fully, how it may be in truth affirm'd, that we are 
ſaved through faith. In the firſt place, it is by faith, and 
by faith alone, not by faith joined with works, but by 
faith without works. I deny not, but where true faith 
is, works will follow, yet ſalvation is only through faith 
without works. When we are brought into the boſom * 
of the Lord jeſus, we enter not into the boſom of his 
love, by our love and faith together, but by faith which 
produceth love. Our eyes are ſhut to the beholding any 
ching in ourſelves, and the eyes of our ſpirits are en- 
lightned, to behold what is in God's grace, and the Lord 
Jeſus. Conſonant to this, is Paul's ſweet and comfort. 
able concluſton, Rom. iii. 28. We conclude that a man is 
Ju/lified by faith, without the derds of the laau. Love 
to God and his people, is a work commanded by the 
law; but according to Pa“ s concluſion of truth, we 
are juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law. There- 
fore we are juſtified by faith, without love to God, or his 
people. | 
When God diſcovers his grace to a man, for his juſti- 
fication, he ſhews him, that, as his evil works cannot 
bring damnation unto him, ſo his good works cannot 
be available for his juſtification. That aſſurance of God's 
love, which ſome profeſſors have got by the ſight of their 
own works, being never illuminated in their underſtand- 
ings, to behold God's grace, in the light and beams of 
grace, is not the true aſſurance of the goſpel, but the de- 
ccit, and lying divination of their own ſpirits, concern- 
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ing = own happineſs ; for ſalvation is by faith without 
works. | 

The ſpirit of yu is never given to comfort us, until 
God hath ſtripp'd us of our own righteouſneſs, works, and 
performances, and hath brought us to the throne of grace, 
to be juſtified by free grace, without any thing in our- 
ſelves, that may make us fit for juſtification and ſal- 
vation. | 
The apoſtle doth lay down this as a truth ſeconded by 
his own experience, and the experience of all true ſaints, 
Gal. ii. 16. aſſerting, that @ man is not juſtified by the 
cori of the law, but by the faith of Feſus Chriſt; 
even wwe (faith he) have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that 
cve might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and not 
by the works of the law, for by the works of the law 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. It is not (as the Papiſts ſay) 
that faith, which hath love joined with it, which th 
make the form of faith, by which we are juſtified, but it 
is by faith, without any works at all, by which we are ju- 
ſtified, and have peace of conſcience. | 

The fecond reaſon why it is thus by faith alone, is, 
becauſe it is by grace ; unleſs we were juſtified by faith, 
we were not, we could not be juſtified by grace. This 
reaſon the apoſtle lays down, Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is 
of faith, that it might be by grace: As if he ſhould 
tave faid, unleſs you hold, that there is a juſtification 
by faith alone without works, you deny grace: if 
you will be juſtified by faith and works conjoined, you 
deſtroy grace. Therefore it is by faith alone that it 
may be by grace. When we have a true ſight of 
grace, we ſee a ſufficiency in that grace, to do us good 
for our juſtification and ſalvation, ſo that there is no- 
thing needful, and neceſſary befides grace. In which 
reſpect Luther ſaith, that works are not neceſſary to ju- 
ſtification, but peraicious to ſalvation : the goſpel requir- 
ing faith only; according to that of the apoſtle, Gal. iii. 
12. The lax is not of faith: the law hath nothing to 
do with believing, that doctrine witich bids a man to 
believe that he may be ſaved, that is the doctrine of 
the goſpel, the law biddeth us not to believe, but the 
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man that doth it, ſhall live in it. The law bids us work, 

but the goſpel bids us believe, not work, and believe, but 
believe only. | 

A man that truly believes, he ſees not any holineſs, or 
qualification in himſelf, that makes him more worthy of 
ſalvation than another man, he ſees that he hath deſerved 
damnation as well as any one, who is now in the place of 
torment, and yet he ſees that ſuch is the grace, the 
unſpeakable grace of God to his poor ſoul. that though he 
deſerves to lie as low in hell as Judus, for his fin, yet he 
ſhall be raiſed as high as heaven, by the grace of the ta- 
ther, made known to him in Jeſus Chriſt. 

Brethren, if upon examination, you find that your joy, 
comfort, and aſſurance, have in the firſt place, proceeded 
from any works which you have in your ſelves, which 
make you conclude that you ſhall rather be ſaved than an- 
other man, your aſſurance is not a right aſſurance : But if 

your aſſurance be right, it is by believing that which is re- 
ported concerning the grace of God; chat ſo ſalvation 
may be by grace. 

It is poſſible for men to deceive themſelves, in obtaining 
an aſſurance of God's love, and their happineſs, (therefore 
I will a little digreſs to open this to the ignorant.) It may 
be thou takeſt comfort to thyſelf, by looking on works 
wrought by thyſelf, and not by looking on Chriſt : It 
may be thou conceiveſt, that thou loveſt God, and from 
thence concludeſt, that God loveth thee, though thou haſt 
not ſeen his free love to ſinners; this is a baſtardly aſſu- 
rance, brought forth by thine own lying ſpirit, and not 
the true aſſurance of the ſpirit of grace in beheving. In 
a true aſſurance by faith, God hath the glory of his 
grace; but in this kind of aſſurance, God hath not the 
glory of his grace, therefore it is not a true aſſurance. 
Another deceiveth _his - ſoul, and thinketh he is in a 
good condition, becauſe he reſteth upon a promiſe of 
God. Chriſt faith, Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heawy laden, and I will give you 
reft. A man doth apprehend himſelf to be heavy 5 4 
and from the fight of his burden-doth conclude he hath 
reſt, and is in a good condition, but he deceiveth him- 
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ſelf with a falſe perſuaſion; for the promiſe is not made 
to the qualification of wearineſs, but to the comers to Je. 
ſus Chriſt. Cain was heavy laden with his ſin, and it lay 
ſo heavy on him, that he concluded that the puniſhment 
was greater than he was able to bear, or elſe that his fin 
was greater than it could be forgiven, and yet died mi- 
ferable without mercy. We find that the fin of Juda, 
lay ſo heavy on him, that he repented that he had ſhed 
mnocent blood, yet for all this he went to his own 
place. | 

Therefore if thy comfort and aſſurance come from a 


ſight of what is in thyſelf, and not from the diſcovery 


of grace, as it is laid forth in the ſpirit of grace, thy aſſu- 
rance will not advantage thee in the day of wrath. 'Tho' 
God hath convinced thee of fin, and there may be ſome 
legal repentance and reformation wrought in thee, and 
ſomething which thou mayſt miſcall a true love to God, 
thou canſt not from the fight of theſe things rightly con- 
clude that thou art in the love of Gad, before a diſcovery 
of free love be made forth to thee a ſinner. For God doth 


not apply his grace or his Son to any man for juſtification, 


but through believing, that juſtification may evidently ap- 
pear to the ſons of men to be by his own grace. W hich will 
appear, if in the third place we do more fully conſider, 
that God doth fave us thro' believing, that he may have 
the glo: y of his grace. 

God, as H is glorious in his grace, by which he juſtifies 
ſinners, ſo he will be glorify'd in the hearts and con- 
{ciences of thoſe who are juſtified by grace, that he may 
have the full glory of his grace, when he hath juſtified 


them. (Non eft quo gratia intret, ubi jam meritum oc- 


cpavit, Bern.) There is no room for the glory of God's 
grace, where the worthineſs of our works hath filled up 
the place. Where the creature may have glory in his 


own works, there God loſeth the glory of his grace. 
Where God doth any thing for the creature by grace, 


there it is not of our works, otherwiſe grace is no more 
grace. If it be of works, then it is no more of grace, 
ot herabiſe work is no more work, Rom. xi. 6. There- 
fore God will not juſtify us in doing the works * the 
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law, in giving us a ſight of any thing, that may make us 
more worthy of juſtification than other men; but he 
makes known his grace to us in a way of believing. _ 
The property of faith is to empty the creature, and 
to diſcover the fulneſs of the creator. Our own works, 
they puff us up, but faith empties us. If we could be 
juſtified and ſaved by that which we have done, we might 
beaſt and rejoice in it before God, Rom. iv. 2. But be- 
cauſe God will humble us, bring us low, lay us upon 


our faces in the duſt, that we may ſee ourſelves nothing, 


and ſee his grace all in all to us for our juſtification, 
therefore God juſtifies us only in believing. Faith lays 
the creature low, and ſets the grace of God on high; 
that we may go to heaven admuring the grace of God 
to ſuch ſinners, ſuch baſe and vile wretches as we are: 
therefore God will not juſtify and fave us in the court of 
our own conſciences, by the fight of our own works, 
but only by the fight of his own grace: thus it is ſaid of 
Abraham, that he ſtagger'd not at the promiſe of God 
by unbelief, but being ſtrong in faith, he gave glory to 
God, Rom. iv. 20. When God gives us to believe, and 
we ſtagger not at the promiſes of grace by unbehef ; but 

give credit to what he hath ſpoken and promiſed; God 
hath that glory from us, that he will have from all thoſe 
whom he intends to ſave. Unbelief robs man of his com- 
fort, and God of his glory. By faith the creature 1s 
comforted, and the creator exalted : through faith man is 
emptied of ſelf-confidences, and filled with God and his 
prom ; therefore for this reaſon are we ſaved through 
aith. | 
Again, fourthly it is by faith, becauſe it is only by be- 
lieving that we behold the grace that is in God, by which 
he forgives fin. Man's happineſs for the preſent doth not 
lie in the not having of fin, but in the grace of God not 
imputing ſin. ( Noſtra jufticia eſt dei indulgentia.) God's 
favour and indulgence is our righteouſneſs. Thus 
the Fialmiſt doth deſcribe the bleſſed man, P/al. xxxii. 
Bleſſed is the man, wwhoſe iniquities are pardon'd, and 
Whoſe fins are cover d. Hierome doth ſweetly paraphraſe 
upon thoſe words, ( Quod tegitur non videtur, quad non 
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widetur non imputatur, quod non imputatur non punietur ) 
that which is cover'd is not ſeen, that which is not ſeen 
is not imputed, that which is not imputed ſhall not be pu- 
niſhed. But by what is it that man beholdeth hi in 
this happineſs ? it is only by believing, and therefore we 
are ſaved through faith. We cannot ſee a non-imputa- 
tion of fin by the grace of God, but by the work of the 
Spirit, in an act of believing ; by which we are aſſured, 
that it ſhall go well with our ſouls to all eternity. And 
the great controverſy is decided and determined in the 
| ſpirit of a man, whether he ſhall be ſaved, or whether he 
ſoall be damned, No other foundation can be laid, than 
the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
Ard we cannot fee this foundation, that we may be built 
upon it, but by believing. Maſes by faith ſaw him that 


"vas inviſible. Abraham by faith ſaw the day of Chriſt, 


end was glad, As by the eye of the body we ſee mate- 
rial obje&ts, fo by the eye of faith we ſee ſpiritual objects. 
The philoſopher faith, that prudence is (2upa Tng n, 
the eye of the moral man, fo faith is the eye of the ſpiri- 
tual man. By which alone God, and the things of God are 
beheld. ( wer Seo id ovyxexepilai, Tuſtin Martyr.) 

The fun was not changed when the blind man in the 
goſpel, that never ſaw before, received his fight, and be- 
held it. It was the fame before, and after his blindneſs : 
ſo ſeſus Chriſt, the ſun of righteouſneſs, is the /ame yeſter- 
diy, to day, and for ever in himſelf, and unchangeable 
in his love, in reference unto us. The change is only 
in us by faith, whom now we ſee, though formerly 
we beheld not his beauty, and becauſe the righteouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation of God is revealed by faith, Rem. i. 
17. therefore we are ſaved by faith. 

Fifthly, we are faved by grace, through believing : 
b:cauſe if it were not only in an act of believing, the 
people of God could not have that firm, conſtant, and 
unqueſtionable aſſurance of their ſalvation which now 
they enjoy in a way of believing. When a man is to 
go unto a place by many ſeveral ways, which are not 
tound out without ſome difficulty, he doth often doubt 


whether he is in the right way, or whether he 1s out ” 
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his way; but when he is to go in one plain way, he is 
confident that he is not out of his way. So when a man 
oeth by the way of the law, and works for juſtification, 
Fe is in doubt whether he is in his right way for juſtifica- 
tion, the law pointing out many ways, and requiring 
many duties of him, that would be juſtified under it ; but 
the goſpel pointeth only at Chriſt, and faith in him, for 
juſtification, ſo that thoſe who walk in this way for juſti- 
fication, are confident that they are in the right way. 
The apoſtle doth lay down this plainly, Rom. iv. 16. 
where he faith, it is by grace, and that by faith, to 
the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, not 
to that only which is of the law, but to that that is 
of the faith of Abraham, the father of us all, God 
hath not made the promiſe of ſalvation to the ſeed 
under the law, or that do any works of the law : but 
he hath made the promiſe to be gracious to poor ſinners, 
in believing without the works of the law, to the end the 
promiſe might be ſure. If there had been any thing 
elſe requir'd beſide faith, the ſoul would be always reſt- 
leſs and unſatisfied. If God ſhould tie juſtification to 
works, men would be unſatisfied, becauſe they would 
- doubt whether ſome works were not undone, and then 
they would doubt of their juſtification ; therefore God 
hath not promiſed juſtification to any man who doth good 
works, or ſubmits to any outward ordinance, but only 
unto him who cloſeth with his grace, in a pure act of be- 
lieving. For God knows that ſo long as there is any 
thing joined with faith for juſtification, we ſhall be ready 
to queſtion. our juſtification : we may obſerve, that ſuch 
profeſſors who are not acquainted with the goſpel, are un- 
ſettled in their ſpirits, when they doubt which is the true 
government, ,or external ordinances of the Lord Jeſus, If 
they doubt whether they are baptized in a right way, or 
manner, they doubt whether they are juſtihed ; their com- 
forts and aflurance do vaniſh away, when they are not 
tally aſſured, that they know, and are obedient unto all 
the commandments of the Lord jeſus. Da Beck 
The cauſe of this legalneſs in their ſpirits is, becauſe 
Licy do not ſee falvation firmly ſettled upon him that be- 
| A 5 | lueveth. 
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lieveth. The ſpiritual man beholdeth juſtifying grace in 
believing, without his obedience to commands for exter- 
nal worſhip, and good works : and doth live joyfully and 
comfortably in the fight of his juſtification, though he 
knoweth that it is poſſible, that he may be ignorant of 
many things ; which other chriſtians may have the know- 
ledge of. And in theſe days of darkneſs, contention, 
confuſion and diſorder, what man can have ſolid and laſt- 
ing joy, who is ignorant of free grace for juſtification ? 
If it were neceſſary to the aſſurance of juſtification, to 
know whether the Epiſcopal, Preſbyterial, or Independent 
Government, were the ordinance of the Lord Jeſus ? 
whether ſprinkling of children, or dipping of profeſſin 
believers, were the inſtitution of Chriit, in the labyrin 
of the controverſies of our times? how few would attain 
to an aſſurance of their juſtification ? How would poor 
creatures be perplexed, and diſquieted in their con- 
ſciences ? not certainly knowing in which of theſe ways 
they ſhould walk for their juſtification and ſalvation. But 
that the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, Rom. iv. 
16. To thoſe who lived in the times of the law, as well 
as to thoſe who live in theſe times of the goſpel, falva- 
tion is promiſed not to workers, but believers, to all true 
believers in all ages and places, to us who live in the 
time of the Ba byloniſb apoſtacy, as well as to thoſe who 
were hearers of the apoſtles and members of thoſe con- 
gregations which were gather'd and governed by them. 
-. Sixthly, by faith the grace of God in Chriſt is applyed 
unto us, and we are juſtified by it, as the ſpiritual in- 
ſtrument, formed by God in the ſpirit, for the application 
of Chriſt's benefits to our conſciences. A man that lived 
in the time of the law, looking upon the blood of the ſa- 
crifices, did behold himſelf purg'd, purified, and ſancti- 
fied in his fleſh by it, Heb. ix. 13. So a finner looking 
upon the blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is applyed unto 
him, and his conſcience is prrged from dead works, to 
ſerve the living God, wer. 14. Faith, though it be cal- 
led a work, 2 Theſſ. i. 11. (ipyor wigews) yet we are 
not juſtified by it, as it is a work, or ious quality, 
but as it is the hand of the Spirit, by which we receive , 
an 
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and are made partakers of thoſe treaſures of grace, which 


are freely given unto us in Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt hath al- 
ready done, what is to be done by way of ſatisfaction to 
the juſtice of his father, and hath already made peace by 
the blood of his croſs, Col. i. 20. what he doth in us 
now, is to ſatisfy our conſciences concerning our full re- 
demption by him, that you in believing may be filled with 
peace of conſcience; being perſuaded that we are of the 
father in the ſon, who by the father ig made unto us, 
aviſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption , 
1 Cor. i. 30. Faith being nothing but a light coming 
from God and Chriſt, diſcovering God and Chriſt to our 
ſpirits, and uniting our ſpirits to God in Chriſt. By faith 
we believe what is recorded concerning the grace of God 
in Chriſt ; as the prophet, to my apprehenſion holdeth it 
forth, in thoſe expreſſions of his, Ja. liii. 1. Who hath 
believed our report! and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed ? In the latter part of theſe words, the prophet 
doth interpret the former part, he believeth the report of 
God, to whom the arm of God, that is, his ſon Jeſus, is 
revealed: And when a man believeth in Chriſt, Chriſt is 
revealed to that man: Jultifying faith doth remove pre- 
vailing doubts concerning our juſtification ; the faithful 
beholding the all. righteouſneſs of free-grace, and apply- 
ing to his conſcience the cleanſing virtue of the blood of 
the Lord Jeſus. Faith eſtabliſhing the ſoul, a. vii. g. IF 
ve will net believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eftabliſhed. The 
\ foul can never be firmly ſettled and quieted, but by be- 
lieving. Unbelief doth queſtion. and doubt of the pro- 
miles of free grace for juſtification, but when, in the 
power of faith, we are carried above it, with Abraham, 
Rom. iv. 20. we ſtagger not at the promiſe through unbe- 
/; but the ſpirit is fixed, and ſtands 7mowveably upon 
the truth of grace: God faith in the covenant of his grace, 
Heb. viii. 12. Twill be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, 
and their fins and their iniquities will I rememier na 
ore. He that believeth doth /f his ſeal to the truth of 
God, in believing the promiſe, John iii. 33. He is con- 
lident that God is faithful, who hath made this promiſe 
to the children of men: and by believing the great and 
| | precious 
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precious promiſes of grace, he is made partaker of the di- 
Vine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. By an heart of unbelief, we de- 
part from the living God, Heb. iii. 12. but by faith we 
draw near to God, and apply Chriſt to ourſelves. An 
unbeliever doth not give credit to the truth of the general 
miſes of God's grace, and ſo remaineth unjuſtified in 
is conſcience; a believer in faith nothing wwavering, 
James 1. 6. doth give credit to what is reported. And 
the goſpel cometh to him not in word only, but in porwer, 
and the holy ſpirit, and in much aſſurance, 1 Thel. i. 5. 
Object. But ſome may be ready here to object this, a- 
gaink what I have deliver'd, that though I do acknow- 
edge, that by faith, grace in Chriſt 1s applied unto us, 
yet in effect I ſay no more, than what I deliver'd before, 


* when I proved, that by faith, the grace of God in Chriſt 
is firſt manifeſted, and made over unto us. 


Anſw. They miſapprehend me, when they conclude, 
that I make faith only an aſſurance of, becauſeI do main- 
tain that it is the firſt evidence and witneſs of our juſtifi- 
cation. Faith doth aſſure, but it doth not only aſſure 
us of Chriſt, but doth apply Chriſt, and makes a diffe- 
rence between aſſurance and application, which I illu- 
ſtrate by this ſimilitude. Suppoſe one ſhould lie in pri- 
ſon for debt, his debts being paid and he not knowing it, 
and afterwards knowing that his debts were paid, he 
ſhould rejoice in the news, and enjoy his liberty: this 
man doth not, by the news which he heareth, enjoy on- 
ly comfort, but his liberty : ſo it is with us, before we 
believe, we lie in priſon, and yet our debts are paid by 
Jeſus Chrift, when the news is brought by the ſpirit to 
the ear of the ſoul, we rejoice in hearing the news, but 
beſides this, preſently we enjoy our liberty, and all thoſe 
riches which our ſurety, who hath paid our debts, hath 
beſtowed upon us, ſo that by faith, tho' we are aſſured 
of God's love in the firſt place, yet we are not only aſ- 
jured, but likewiſe, . Chrift is applied unto us, we are 
united unto him, and do enjoy all things in him, and re- 
ceive all good things from him. | 

We are ſaved by faith; becauſe by faith we are not 
enly enabled to belicve the general truth of the goſpel, 
con- 
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concerning his grace to thoſe who believe in him; but 
becauſe thro” faith we are enabled to give credit to God's 
truth, and to reſt upon it, in reference and relation to 
ourſelves. Thus Abraham, who for the excellency and 
exemplarinefs of his faith, is worthily tiled the father of 
the faithful, did believe what God ſpake unto him, 

not only as a truth which might be beneficial unto others, 
but he looked upon Chriſt in reference to himſelf, 
Gen. xv. And ſaw his day, and ſeeing of it was glad : 
He looked upon God not only as a held and great re- 
ward, but his ſhield and great reward. 

By true faith we receive Chriſt, and his benefits for our- 
ſelves. Paul doth inform us, that his 4% in the fleſh was ' 
by faith in the Lord Jeſus, who loved him, and gave 

. himſelf for him. Faith's ſweetneſs doth lie in this, that 
by it we do not believe Chriſt to be a Saviour and righ- 
teouſneſs, but our Saviour and righteouſneſs. Therefore 
Luther affirmed, that the ſweetneſs of chriſtianity lay in 
pronouns. When a man can ſay my Lord and my God, 
and my bleſſed Jeſus. This was the faith which the apo- 
poſtles preached, which will be manifeſt unto us, if we 
conſider their intentions, when they exhorted men to be- 
lieve. They did not intend that their hearers ſhould be- 
lieve in general, that Chriſt was the Saviour of the 
world, but that he was a Saviour to them. Thus Paul 
preached to the keeper of the priſon, Acts xvi. 31. Be- 

: eve on the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 
ouſe. | 

_ Laſtly, we are faved through faith; becauſe by faith 
we hear the inward word of ſalvation. The word which 
ſoundeth to the outward ear, without this inward word, 
bringeth no falvation. As the philoſopher told him, 
who reprehended him for publiſhing and divulging a Xx 
book of philoſophy, that he had publiſhed it, and he had 
not publiſhed it, his meaning was this, that it was ſo dark 
and myſtical, that though it were publiſhed, yet it was 
not publiſhed to the ignorant and unlearned : ſo the 
goſpel in the letter is publiſhed to men, and not pub- 
liſhed ; they hear, and do not hear ; they ſee, and do 
not ſee. * But by faith we ſo hear, that our ſouls live 
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by hearing, Ja. Iv. 3. The dead, faith our Saviour, hal! 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
ſhall live: ( Fidei oculi ſunt Spiritus, per quem ſpiritua- 
lia videntur, Cypr.) The Spirit is an eye to a believing 
man, by which he ſeeth, and enjoyeth ſpiritual things ; 
we receive not the Spirit, by hearing the law, or doing 
the works of the law, but by the hearing of faith, 
Gal. iii. 2. Eternal life, and ſalvation is by 13 the 
inward word of life, falvation, and grace. God bids the 
prophet Ezek. xxxvui. 5. to propheſy over the dry bones, 
that they might live. The Lord Jeſus is the great invi- 
fible prophet, who prophefieth over dry bones, and dead. 
hearted finners, and by hearing inwardly the inward word 
of this prophet, they live in hearing and believing : And 
therefore it 1s ſaid, that we are faved by faith. | 

Having by theſe particulars acquainted you with my 
judgment, concerning our ſalvation through faith; I ſhall 
now by the ſame aſſiſtance of God's grace, draw ſome 
uſeful concluſions, from the premiſes, and fo put a period 
to my diſcourſe for the preſent. 

Firſt, this doth diſcover unto us the uſefulneſs and ex- 
cellency of the unfeign'd faith of the elect: As Noah was 
preſerved from the deſtruction which came upon the old 
world, by going for his ſafety into the ark, ſo by the 
foot of faith we walk into our ark, Chriſt Jeſus, for the 
ſalvation of our ſouls. The world of fin is a diſmal ab- 
derneſs, full of fiery ſerpents; by faith we eye Jeſus 
Chriſt, as our brazen ſerpent, and ſet footing in the hea- 
venly Canaan of God's grace, while the ſinful Soden 
of the world, 1s deſtroyed with the rain of fire and 
brimſlone ; by faith, like righteous Lot, we eſcape out 
of it; when with Peter we are ready to fink and pe- 
riſþ in the ſea of fin, by faith we touch the ſaving 
arm of the Lord Jeſus, and are preferv'd ; when we 
drink the deadly poiſon of fin, by faith we take. in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as aMZi@dpuaxcy, or antidote, and the 
deadly poiſon doth not hurt us; but we are miracu- 
louſly preſerv'd. Faith beholdeth Chrift cracify'd be- 
fore us, Gal. iii. 2. and evidently ſet forth, who hath 
nailed the law of works, our fin, and death to his 
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own croſs, and we who deſerved damnation, are faved 
through grace. Chriſt is the man, who is an hiding 
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt, 
I. xxxii. 2. Sin is a noxious and a deſtroying wind; as 
wind in the caverns of the earth, is a cauſe of an earth- 
quake; ſo fin is the cauſe of deſtroying earthquakes in 
the earthly hearts of men, but Chriſt is our hiding place, 
in which through believing we are ſafe. The devils in- 
fernal winds and blaſts deſtroy many a ſoul, with which 
he filleth it with helliſh errors, and impieties to its de- 
ſtruction, Acts v. 3. Chriſt filleth his people, by breath- 
ing upon them in the ſpirit of grace for their ſalva- 
tion; but Chriſt is a ſhelter from the infernal blaſts of 
* Mfatan: And while carnal, and unbelieving men are, as a 
| ſhip under fail, and the devil unto them, is as a powerful 
uind, violently blowing them to deſtruction, Ads xxvi. 
18. Chriſt, by enabling his people to believe, doth blow 
them with the pleaſant gales of his ſweet fpirit, to the 
havens of peace and ſafety. Though there are infec- 
tious, and deſtroying winds upon earth, yet there are 
none in heaven, ſo though the men of the earth, are in- 
fected with the wmds of fin and ſatan, to their ruin; 
yet they who live in the heaven of God's grace by faith, 
Jeſus Chriſt is a defence unto them. When darkneſs and 
tempeſts are in the ſpirits of men, from the law which 
they have broken, Chriſt, who rebuked the tempeſts of 
the ſea, Mat. viii: 2, doth rebuke (tempeſtates mentis, 
Hier.) the tempeſts of our troubled minds and con- 
ſciences ; and by believing there is a great calm in the 
ſoul. Sin in the ſoul is like Jonah in the ſhip, which 
bringeth a tempeſt with it, but Chriſt, through faith, 
doth caſt this tempeſt-raiſer into the ſea of his father's X 
grace, and the ſoul is quieted, and filled with joy, and 
peace in believing. The philoſopher faith, that logick 
to a rational and learned man, is the inſtrument of in- 
ſtruments, (Sc αναν Tar ofyarar) without which he ſhall 
make little proficiency in other arts and ſciences. So 
faith is the organ, or inſtrument to the ſpiritual man, 
by which he is made partaker of the wiſdom and * of 
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the Lord, in which he is to do all things, and without 
which he can do nothing. | 

Secondly, this diſcovers the reaſon why the devil and 

his agents do ſo much oppoſe the doctrine of faith, and 
the preaching of it. He is an enemy to man's ſalvation, 
and therefore he is an enemy to the doctrine of faith, 
through which we are ſaved. The devil doth what he 
pleaſeth to thoſe who are without faith, as being unable 
to reſiſt him. Unbelieving men are like the 1/rae/ite; 
without a ſhield, or ſpear to defend themſelves, Tud: 

v. 7. And the devil doth lead them captive at his will, 

2 Tim. ii. 26. (iEwypnpiras) as wild beaſts are maſter'd 

and ruled by thoſe who have taken them in a ſnare, 
or net, (ſo the word ſignifieth) but when we believe 
to ſalvation, we are furniſhed with power to oppoſe 
him, who ſeeketh our damnation ; when we believe we 
are armed againſt his encounters, and fitted againſt his 
Oppoſition. Faith is the ſoul's defenfive ſhield, by 
which all his fiery darts are quenched, Eph. vi. 16. and 
therefore it is that he doth always raiſe oppoſition, per- 
ſecution, and reproaches againſt the doctrine and pro- 
feſſors of faith. 

Thirdly, this which hath been delivered, may be 
for the ſtrengthning of the faith, and the increaſing the 
comforts of thoſe who have laid hold of ſalvation by 
a lively faith on Jeſus Chriſt. Comforts are increaſed 

by the ſame means, by which they are wrought at the 

firſt. And therefore the apoſtle prayeth for the Ro- 
mans, that the Lord would fill them with all joy and 
corn in believing, Rom. xv. 13. Our comforts are 
ow, becauſe our faith is weak. Comfort floweth in, 

by renewed acts of faith, or by continual N 

Satan would rob us of our comfort, by wreftling faith, 

ewhich is our ſhield, from us, Ephel. vi. 16. And this 

is one way in which he doth labour to weaken the 
faith of the ſaints, by ſuggeſting this unto the ſaints, 
that ſalvation is not only through faith. But againſt 
this temptation, and all his other fiery darts; we may 
hold forth this buckler of truth: That we are ſaved 
by grace through faith. - Anſwer. him therefore m_ 
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this truth, and he will be ſilenced; Reſiſt him in believin 

this truth, and he will flee . thee, James iv. 7. Ard 
the ſpirit will fly into thy ſoul to comfort thee. So long 
as Abraham lived, he lived as a juſtified man by faith. 
So long as Paul lived, he lived by faith in the ſon of 
God, Gal: ii. We die rather than live, when we are 
not under the power of the ſpirit, enabling us to be- 
liche. We lie down either in the bed of carnal ſecurity, 
or fall under the bondage of the law, when we ſtep a- 
ſide from the plain doctrine of ſalvation by faith in 
our Lord Jeſus. And therefore the fleſh and the devil, 
the great enemies to a ſaint's comfort, do join them- 
ſelves together to oppoſe the doctrine of faith. Satan 
knoweth that faith and works are inconſiſtent in point 
of juſtification. And when he obſerveth that we are 
in ſome meaſure convinced, that ſalvation is by faith; 
he endeavours to perſuade us, that it is by faith and 
works ; and would divide our juſtification between faith 
and works, As the harlot cried out, 1 Kings iii. 26, 
concerning the child, Neither mine nor thine, but di- 
vide it? So the devil would have us divide our juſti- 
fication, and attribute half of it to faith, and give the 
other part to works. But the believing man ſeeth that 
there is ſalvation in Chriſt, and not in any other, and 
that no other name under heaven is given among men 
 vhereby they muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. And that 
we reſt upon this name for ſalvation only by faith, 
In Chrift «ve have boldneſs and acceſs, with confidence 
ty the faith of him, Eph. iii. 1 2. (mpogaywym & Teroavnou) 
Mie are manuduced and led by the hand, as it were, 
with perſuaſion of Chriſt's goodneſs to us by faith in 
Chriſt. Continue in that faith by which Paal was juſti- 
hed, who believed that Chriſt /owved him, and gave him- 
elf for him, and thy comforts and peace ſhall be con- 
tinued unto thee. It is Melan&4hon's obſervation, that 
the word Tir, which we tranſlate faith, doth moſt 
uſually fignify a firm aſſent unto a thing Comp 4p >. 
eft mii pro firma aſcenſſone dicere) doubting is that 
which 7s contrary to faith, James i. 6. Believe there. 
fore flrongly, and thou ſhalt have a flrong peace, 
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Rom. v. Believe that there is no remiſſion of ſin but by 
God's indulgence, but believe this withal, that by him 
thy ſins are forgiven thee (% adde ut credas & hy, 
guod per ipſum peccata tibi denantur, Bern.) This is 
— faith which bringeth peace and conſolation to the 
dul. | 
By this we are brought from ſin, to Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs, from mount Sinai, to mount Sion, from the domi- 
nion of the law, to the region of grace, from bondage 
to liberty, from death to life, from the fear of hell, to 
the aſſurance of heaven and happineſs. Archimedes was 
ſo delighted in the ſtudy of the tnathematicks, that 
when the enemy who beſieged the place where he lived, 
broke in unto it, he heard not the noiſe and ſhouting of 
the ſoldiers, nor the cries of the people. So the foul 
that by faith liveth in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be carried above 
the noiſe and troubles of the world, and ſhall enjoy peace 
in Jefus Chriſt, Let us therefore wait in the heavenly 
Jeruſalem for more of the ſpirit by faith. | 
In the laſt place, here is a foundation of ſalvation, for 
= all that have ears to hear, and hearts to entertain the re- 
port, which you have heard of God's grace, which is 
manifeſted to ſinners through faith. Let not any man go 
” 2way With a heart of unbelief: but the Lord open your 
cars and hearts as he did Lydia's, that you may believe 
what is reported : For truly, if you believe what I have 
deliver'd, you may go away rejoicing, and aſſured of 
God's grace, beholding your names written in the book 
of life. The true goſpel believed will remove all ob- 
jections againſt your peace, and all doubtings out of your 
ſpirit. If as children of Abraham, ye believe as he did: 
Salvation will lie down in your boſoms, and the true 
God in Jeſus Chriſt will give you an anſwer to whatſo- 
ever you can object and bring againſt your own ſalvation 
and juſtification. It is not the fight of fin that ſhall take 
away your comfort, but you ſhall rejoice that Feſus Chrif 
did die for ſinners : It is not the want of works that ſhall 
ſend you away without aſſurance or juſtification, but you 
ſhall ſee, that you have ou right, to lay hold upon 


Jeſus Chriſt, though you have no works, becauſe * 4 
| es 
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gißes none but thoſe that have no works before juſtifica- 


tion. The true God is not a juſtifier of the holy and 
righteous, but of the ungodly. God knoweth that the 
wiſdom of the proud fleſh doth ftrongly perſwade finners 
to ſeek falvation in themſelves and their own works” 
The jaylor's queſtion, Acts xvi. What hall I do to be 
/aved: And the ruler's quære, Luke xviu. 18. What ſhall 
I ds to inherit eternal life ; is in the heart of every natural 
man, who is perſwaded that there is an eternal life. Man 
thinketh that as he became miſerable by his evil works, 
that ſo he muſt be made happy by his good works. And 
therefore God hath given his law which requireth perfec- 
tion, to bring down the pride of the fleſh (ad domandam 
ſuperbiam, Aug.) and confidence in our own works; and 
diſcovered his free favour to the worſt of ſinners in the 
goſpel. God hath blocked and ſtopped up all other 
ways to life, beſides the way of his grace in Chriſt: and 
hath left this way open for the worſt of ſinners to turn in 
unto it for ſalvation. So that as good works cannot fave 
us without Chriſt, (being but glittering and gilded fins) 
ſo evil works cannot prejudice the ſalvation of him who 
cometh to Jeſus Chriſt : as Dawid in the cave of Adullam, 
i Som. xxii. 2. Entertained all ſuch who were in diſtreſs, 
and every one that was in debt, and every one that <vas 
d.ſcontented; and became a captain over them. So je- 
ſis Chriſt, of whom Dawid was a type, doth enter- 
tain all diſtreſſed conſciences, indebted ſinners, diſcon- 
tented malefactors; and becometh the captain of their 
ſalvation, Heb. ii. He knoweth how unwilling impu- 
rity is to come to him, who is purity : what enemies 
we are to our own falvation: what fools we are to 
run to thoſe who cannot help us; . like Ephraim, who 
when he ſaw his fickneſs, abent to the Aﬀyrian, who 
could not heal him, Hof. v. 13. and therefore he pub- 
liſneth proclamations of his Father's grace to poor 
helpleſs ſinners: And bringeth ſin-wounded miſcreants 
out of the wilderneſs of fin and miſery, to the hea- 
venly Canaan of peace and holineſs through faith in 
his name. He ſeeth that we are ready to catch hold 
of the law and our own works, like unto men WhO 
are 


of God's grace: Hear this day what the Lord Chriſt faith 
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are ready to ſink in the water, who will get hold of 
ruſhes or ſtraws or any thing upon the ſurface of the 
water, which cannot ſave them: and therefore he reach. 
eth forth his ſtrong arm of ſalvation for to help us, 
and bids us to hold faſt by him, and aſſureth us of 


life and ſalvation, - 


He keepeth open houſe, and inviteth all ſorts of 
ſinners to lay hold of the grace of his Father in him, 
He beſeecheth us to be reconciled to his Father, 1 Cor. v. 
20. He aſſureth finners, that whoſoever will, may 
drink of the waters of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. He 
compareth himſelf to a running river, out of which 
every poor traveller may drink freely, no man de- 
manding or requiring any thing for what he takes. He 
doth ſet captives free, not for price or reward, Ia. xlr. 
13. not for their works. Though we have ſold ourſelves 
for nought, yet he aſſureth us that wwe ſhall be redeemed 
Without money or price, Iſa. lii. 3. He having paid (a 
avTpo) the price or money for our redemption, and aſ- 
ſuring us now in his word of truth that there is ſalvat.on 
for us viithout our merits by faith in him. I herefore let 
thoſe who want joy and comfort, come to the promiſes, 
and take Chriſt in a promiſe; ſuch who have been miſ- 
led, and not ſet in the right way to ſalvation and juſti- 
fication, let them be convinced that this is the right way, 
be aſſured of falvation by grace, Chriſt dying not for the | 
righteous, but for the ungodly ; be perſwaded that Jeſu: 
is not a Phyſician for the whole, but for the fick, Mat. ix. 
12. Sin is the ſoul's ſickneſs; thou art a ſinner, art ſick, 
and may'ſ come to Chriſt, not as one that is well, but as 
one that is ſick. Chriſt is a chyrurgeon that is able to 
cure the greateſt wounds; therefore he hath ſet up his 
bills, and bids all to come, and he will reje& none. We 
may with the woman in the goſpel, ſpend all that we 
have upon other phyſicians, and be nothing profited. 
There is health for us, only by coming to Jeſus Chrilt. 
Therefore if other phyſicians have been phyſicians of no 
value, while they have bid you ſeck juſtification and al- 
furance in the fight of your own works, and not in the ſight 
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to your ſouls, he profeſſeth that he calleth not the righte- 
ous, but finners to * 4 ry Hear him, Hear, I Jay, 

xd thy ſoul ſhall live," Va. Iv. 3. | 
K 1 highly 


I remember that ſome phyſicians have 
commended that have been able to cure their patients 
ſpeedily and ſafely, and without any great torment. Now 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a moſt admirable phyſician in 
theſe three reſpects. | 
1. He can ſpeedily cure and heal us, whatſoever our} X 
wounds are: If there were but one wound and fore from 
the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot; if we 
were made up of nothing but fin, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is able to cure us ſpeedily, he is excellent in this reſpect. 
Touch him, and the bloody iſſue of thy ſoul is immedi- 
ately cured. - He can ſay to thee as once he ſaid to Za- 
cheus : This day ſalvation is come to thy ſoul. ¶ he lay 
the plaiſter of his father's = upon thy ſinful ſoul, thou 
ſhalt be immediately cured. . 
= - Secondly, Chriſt cures ſafely, there is no danger in 
& taking that which Chriſt preſcribes. If Chriſt tell you 
that his Father juſtifies ungodly ones ; and that he is the 
Saviour of ſinners ; you may believe him, and put your 
life in his hand : he will not cozen and cheat as ſome 
mountebanks, that give that which kills, when they con- 
fidently promiſe health. If Chriſt promiſes to heal, he 
will grve that phyſick which ſhall effectually help us. He 
will not give Gat unto us which ſhall hurt us. If he had 
thought the doctrine of grace would have hurt men, he 
would never have commanded it to be preached. If 
he had thought that the doctrine of grace would only 
have opened a door to libertiniſm and licentiouſneſs, 
he would not have given his apoſtles commiſſion to 
preach the goſpel to every creature. 'Though. men in 
their carnal apprehenfions think there is danger in the 
medicines of Chriſt. Thoſe who have had experience 
of him can aſſure you that he is a matchleſs phyſician : 
there is no danger in that which he gives: there is no 
way to ſalvation but by believing without working; uſe 
this phyſick of his, apply this plaiſter to thy ſoul, and 
thou needeſt not to fear; whom he cures, he cures with 
— of ſafety; I dare aſſure thee that he wall * 
zee. | 
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In the third place, phyſicians are commended, that 
cure without tormenting their patients much : And ſuch 
a phyſician is Jeſus Chriſt. He comforts our hearts with 
goſpel cordials while he cures us. There is ſweet com. 
fort in the healing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: he fo heal; 
thy wounds and diſeaſes, that thou ſhalt have delight and 
comfort while he heals thy foul, and gives a plaiſter to 
thy putrified rotten ſpirit. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth 
not preſcribe a tormenting remedy that is worſe than the 
diſeaſe : but when Chriſt heals, he comforts, he ſo cures, 
that he raviſheth the ſoul with joy unſpeakable, and full 
of glory. Wherefore come to Chrift, you who have 
ſpent all, and ſuffer'd much; and have lain under a ſpi- 
rit of bondage 20 or 3o years, here is healing, look to 
the phyſician the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; he will cure you 
ſpeedily and ſafely, and with delight to you. In brief, 
it is an eaſy and compendious way to heaven, when God 


| gives you believing hearts. 
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Paſſages extracted from Dr. Martin 
Luther's divine Diſcourſes. 


Of the Holy Ghoſt. p. 147. 

E do not ſeparate the Holy Ghoſt from faith; nei- 

ther do we teach that he is againſt faith; for he 
is the certainty itſelf in the word, that maketh us ſure 
and certain of the word, ſo that without all wavering 
or doubting, we certainly believe, that it is even ſo and 
no otherwiſe, than as God's word faith and delivereth un- 
to us. But the Holy Ghoſt is given to none without the 
word, (faith Luther) but through the word. # 
At the ſame time of this diſcourſe, Dr. Hennage ſaid 
to Luther, Sir! where you ſay that the Holy Spirit 1s 


the certainty in the word towards God, un 1 
' nur 
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2 man is certain of his own mind and opinion; then 
it muſt needs follow, that all ſects have the Holy 
Ghoſt, for they will needs be moſt certain of their 
doctrine and religion. — 

Hereunto Luther anſwered him, and ſaid, Mahomet, 
the Pope, and Papiſts, the Auabaptiſis, and other ſec- 
taries, have no certainty at all, neither can they he ſure 
of theſe things ; for they depend not on God's word, 
but on their own righteouſneſs ; they have nothing up- 
right, they conſtrue and make gloſſes, they underſtand 
God's word according to their human and natural ſenſe 
and reaſon. And when although they have done many 
and great works, yet they ſtand always in doubt, and 
muſt think thus, Who knoweth, whether this which 
we have done be pleaſing to God, or no? or, whe- 
ther we have done works enough or not? they mutt 
continually think with themſelves, we are. fill unwor- 
thy, Sc. | 

But (ſaid Luther) a true and godly chriſtian (be- 
tween theſe two doubts) is ſure a certain, and faith, 
regard nothing theſe doubtings ; I neither look upon 
my holineſs, nor upon my unworthineſs, but I believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, who is both holy and worthy ; and 
whether I be holy or unholy, yet I am ſure and cer- 
tain, that Chriſt giveth himſelf (with all his holineſs, wor- 
thineſs, and what he is and hath) to be mine own, 


Therefore is be called a Witneſs ? p. 150. 


Nſwer: Becauſe he beareth witneſs only of Chriſt 

and of none other ; without this witneſs of the Ho- 
iy Ghoſt concerning Chriſt, there is no true nor conſtant 
comfort. Therefore (ſaid Luther) it reſteth all on this, 
that we take ſure hold on this text, and ſay, I believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, who died for me, and I know, that 
the Holy Ghoſt (who is called, and is a witneſs and a 
comforter) doth preach and witneſs (in Chriſtendom) 
of none beſides, but only of Chriſt, therewith to ſtreng- 
then and comfort all ſad and ſorrowful hearts. There- 
m will I alſo remain, and will depend upon none o- 
der comfort, 3 Luther 
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Luther to Brentius. p. 213. 


ND I, my loving Brentius, to the end I may the 
better und this caſe, do uſe to think in 
this manner, namely, as if in my heart were no quality 
or virtue at all, which is called faith and love, (as the 
_—_— do 1 and dream thereof) but I ſet all on 
Chriſt, and ſay, my formalis juſtitia, that is, my ſure, 
my conſtant and compleat righteouſneſs (in which is no 
want nor failing, but is, as before God it ought to be) is 
Chriſt my Lord and Saviour. To the end in ſuch fort I 
may make myſelf free, and may work myſelf out of the 
fight of the law and of works, yea alſo out of the fight 
of that Chriſt, who ſeemeth and by me is underſtood to 
be (as it were) either a teacher, or a giver, I ſay, I vill 
not know ſuch a Chriſt, but I will have, that Chriſt him- 
ſelf is my gift and doctrine, and that in him I have all, as 
he ſaith, I am the way, the truth, and the life. He faith 
not, I ſhew or give the way, the.truth, and the life, as 
if he wrought in me, and nevertheleſs were out of me 0- 
therwhere: No J will have none of that, but he ſhall be 
in me, in me he ſhall remain, ſpeak, &c. to the end 
there be in him (in Chriſt) the righteouſneſs which 
is acceptable before God. Farewel, 


Martin Luther, | 


Of the Errors which the Sectaries do hold con. 
cerning the Word of God. p. 12. 

Ullinger ſaid once in my hearing, ſaid Luther, that 
B he was earneſt againſt the anabaptiſts, as contemners 
of God's word, and alſo againft thoſe which attributed 
too much to the literal word, for, ſaid he, ſuch do fin 
againſt God and his almighty power; as the Jews did in 
naming the ark, God. But, faid he, whoſo holdeth à 
mean between both, the ſame is taught what is the right 
uſe of the word and ſacraments. .* 
Whereupon, faid Luther, I anſwered him and faid : 
Bullinger you err, you know neither yourſelf, nor what 
you hold; I mark well your tricks and fallacies : * 
EE F014 + Thee 
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jus and Qecolampadins likewiſe proceeded. too far in this 
your ungodly meaning: But when Brentius withſtood. 
them, they then leſſened their opinions, alledging, they 
did not reject the literal word, but only condemned cer- 
tain groſs abuſes. By this your error, ſaid Luther to Bullin- 
gr, vou cut in ſunder and ſeparate the word and the ſpirit ; 
you ſeparate thoſe that preach and teach the word, from 
God who worketh the fame; you alſo. ſeparate thereby 
the miniſters that baptiſe, from God who command- 
eh it; and you think that the Holy Ghoſt is given and 
worketh without the word, which word you ſay, is an 
external ſign and mark that findeth the ſpirit, which al- 
ready and before poſſeſſeth the heart, Inſomuch, ac- 
cording to your falſities, that if the word findeth not the 
ſpirit, but an * perſon, then it is not God's word, 
whereby you e and hold the word, not according to 
God who ſpeaketh it, but according as people do enter- 
tain and receive it. You will only grant that ſuch is 
God's word which purifieth and bringeth peace and life; 
but ſeeing it worketh not in the ungodly, therefore it is 
not God's word. You teach that the outward word is 
like an object, or a picture, which ſignifieth and prefent- 


eth ſomething ; you meaſure the uſe thereof only accord- 


ing to the matter, like as a human creature ſpeaketh for 
himſelf, you will not yield, that God's word 1s an inſtru- 
ment through- which the Holy Ghoſt worketh and ac- 
compliſheth his work, and prepareth a beginning to 
righteouſneſs or juſtification. In theſe errors are you 
drowned, ſo that you neither ſee nor underſtand your- 


| ſelves, 


A true Chriſtian (ſaid Luther) muſt hold for certain, 
and muſt ſay : that word which 1s delivered and preached 
to the wicked, to the diſſemblers, and to the ungodly, 
is even as well God's word, as that which is preached to 
the good and godly upright chriſtians. And that word, 
whether it produceth fruit or not, is nevertheleſs God's 
ſtrength, which ſaveth all that believe thereon... 


Page 13. But whereas (faid Luther) the word 
duceth not fruit every where alike, but worketh mw 
| ; * 
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rally, the ſame is God's judgment, and his ſecret will 
Which from us is hid, we ought not to defire to know 
it. For the wind bloweth where it lifteth, as Chriſt 
faith, we muſt not grabble nor ſearch after the ſame. 


That God himſelf ſpeaketh by his Word, and 
that his Word is powerful, p. 18. 


S it true (ſaid Luther) that God ſpeaks himſelf with 

us in the holy ſcriptures? Then thou that makeſt 
doubt thereof, muſt needs think in thy heart that God 
is a liar,. and ſuch an one that ſpeaketh a thing and 
performeth it not. But thou may'ſt be ſure, when he 
openeth his mouth, it is as much as three worlds, 
God alſo; with one only word did mould the whole 
world, Gen. i. In P/al. xxxiii. it is ſaid; when he 
ſpeaketh, it is done, when he commandeth it ſtandeth 
We muſt make a great difference between God's 
word, and the word of a man. A man's word. is a 
little ſound, which flieth into the air. and. ſoon vaniſh- 
eth; but the word of God is greater than heaven and 
earth, yea it is greater than death and hell; for it is 
the power of God, and remaineth everlaſtingly; there- 
fore we ought diligently to learn God's word, and we 
muſt certainly know and believe that God himſelf 
ſpeaketh with us. WAFS | 


That without Faith, God himſelf is unprofit 
able. Þ. 222, 


HEN God ſpeaketh a word, then, we ought 
to believe it; for neither God himſelf, nor the 
Holy Spirit is any way profitable, but only in and by 
the word. What availeth it the devil (ſaid Luther) 
that acknowledgeth God to be his Lord, whenas he 
believeth not that God is gracious unto him? 
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